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THE  GEORGIAN  BAY  REGION  OF  ONTARIO  $ 

HOtiy  »-•  iff-  V.  -'-r 

Introduction  •  " " s:  • 

The  Georgian  Bay  Region  of  Ontario  comprises  the  counties  and 
districts  bordering  the  southern  and  eastern  shores  of  Georgian  Bay— Bruce, 
Grey,  Dufferin  and  Simcoe  counties  and  the  Districts  of  Muskoka  and 
Parry  Sound. 

The  economy  of  the  area  is  a  product  of  its  underlying  geological 
features,  geographical  location  and  historical  background,  all  of  which  have 
been  woven  into  a  pattern  of  development  unique  in  the  Province  of  Ontario. 
The  Precambrian  Shield  underlies  the  entire  areas  of  Parry  Sound  and 
Muskoka  and  produces  a  variety  of  natural  beauty  which  has  become  a 
major  tourist  attraction.  The  Niagara  Escarpment  extending  north  from 
Hamilton  in  the  form  of  the  high  hills  known  as  the  Blue  Mountains  roughly 
separates  Grey  and  Simcoe  counties.  Near  Collingwood  on  the  southern 
shore  of  Georgian  Bay  is  located  the  highest  point  in  Southern  Ontario— 
1,775  feet  above  sea  level.  Parts  of  Grey  and  Dufferin  counties  are  often 
spoken  of  as  the  “roof’’  of  Ontario. 

Georgian  Bay  and  Lake  Huron  exert  a  considerable  influence  in  mod¬ 
erating  the  year-round  temperature  of  the  Region  but  this  is  partially  offset 
by  the  relatively  high  elevation. 

The  Georgian  Bay  Region  was  one  of  the  first  parts  of  Ontario  to  be 
settled  by  white  men  and  now  possesses  a  wealth  of  historical  sites.  The 
first  recorded  visit  by  a  European  to  the  Region  was  that  made  by  the 
Recollet  missionary,  Father  de  Caron,  in  1615.  Later  in  the  summer  of  the 
same  year,  Champlain  arrived  and  both  Frenchmen  spent  the  winter  with 
the  Hurons. 

The  Hurons,  some  30,000  in  number,  inhabited  the  northern  part  of 
the  present  county  of  Simcoe.  They  were  farmers,  artisans  and  traders, 
living  in  agricultural  villages  and  bartering  their  surplus  produce  and 
handicraft  with  other  tribes,  sometimes  travelling  great  distances  to  take 
their  wares  to  market. 

In  1639,  the  Jesuits,  who  had  taken  over  the  Canadian  mission  field 
from  the  Recollets,  built  Ste.  Marie,  on  the  Wye  River  near  Midland,  as  the 
central  residence  of  their  Mission  to  the  Hurons.  When  it  was  founded,  Ste. 
Marie  was  the  third  French  settlement  in  Canada,  being  antedated  only 
by  Quebec  and  Three  Rivers.  As  well  as  being  a  Mission,  it  was  a  strongly 
fortified  post  with  between  fifty  and  sixty  European  inhabitants  at  a  time 
when  the  total  population  of  New  France  was  only  250. 

In  1649,  the  Hurons,  as  a  nation,  were  exterminated  by  the  Iroquois 
and  Fathers  Brebeuf  and  Lalament  were  martyred  at  St.  Ignace,  another 
French  centre  in  the  Huron  country.  After  the  Iroquois  had  departed,  the 
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bodies  of  the  two  Jesuits  were  recovered  and  taken  to  Ste.  Marie.  Their 
bones,  wrapped  in  silk,  were  sent  from  there  to  Quebec.  The  memory  of 
their  courage  and  their  achievements  is  honoured  and  respected  throughout 
Canada.  Then  Ste.  Marie  was  burned  by  order  of  the  Superior,  Father 
Paul  Rogueneau,  and  the  Jesuit  Society  moved  its  headquarters  to  Christian 
Island. 

After  the  departure  of  the  Jesuits,  the  Region  reverted  to  wilderness 
until  a  small  fur  trading  post  was  established  at  Penetanguishene.  In  1793, 
Governor  Simcoe  visited  Penetanguishene  intending  to  have  the  post 
fortified.  In  1813  a  blockhouse,  magazine  and  officers’  quarters  were  built 
on  Magazine  Island.  Nearby,  in  the  Nottawasaga  River,  the  schooner 
“Nancy  ’  was  sunk  in  1814. 

After  Simcoe  County  was  surveyed,  the  Governor’s  wife,  Lady  Sarah 
Maitland,  in  1820  bestowed  the  names  of  her  dogs,  Flos,  Tay  and  Tiny,  on 
three  of  the  townships.  The  district  was  settled  rapidly  after  it  was  opened 
up  and  by  1830  a  post  office  was  established  at  Penetanguishene  by  the 
Government  of  Upper  Canada. 

Parry  Sound  and  Muskoka  were  not  settled  until  after  the  enactment 
of  the  Free  Grants  Act  in  1868.  The  most  popular  part  of  the  area  was  the 
Muskoka  District,  which  could  be  reached  most  conveniently  by  rail  from 
Toronto  to  Belle  Ewart,  thence  by  steamer  to  Washago  and  from  there  by 
stage  line  to  Gravenhurst.  At  Gravenhurst,  a  steamer  could  be  boarded  for 
Bracebridge.  From  Bracebridge,  a  stage  line  ran  to  Port  Sydney  and  from 
there  yet  another  steamer  would  take  the  traveller  to  Huntsville.  The 
remainder  of  the  journey  was  made  either  by  stage  or  on  foot. 

From  the  time  settlement  started,  lumbering  was  the  most  profitable 
industry  in  these  districts.  As  the  pioneer  proceeded  with  the  clearing  of  his 
land,  he  was  assured  of  some  income  from  this  operation. 

Even  at  an  early  date  in  the  history  of  the  Districts  of  Muskoka  and 
Parry  Sound,  tourism  was  an  important  industry,  offering  a  market  for 
farm  and  garden  produce  as  well  as  an  opportunity  for  the  inhabitants  to 
engage  in  part-time  employment. 

The  Georgian  Bay  Region  is  strategically  located  both  with  respect 
to  the  rest  of  Ontario  and  to  the  western  and  eastern  parts  of  Canada.  Most 
of  the  leading  centres  of  the  region  are  located  on  or  close  to  the  main  rail 
lines  of  the  C.N.R.  and  C.P.R.  which  link  them  not  only  with  the  industrial 
heart  of  Ontario  but  also  with  the  rich  mining  area  to  the  north  and  all 
parts  of  Canada.  No  part  of  the  Region  is  more  than  200  miles  by  paved 
highway  from  Metropolitan  Toronto  and  many  of  the  larger  centres  in  the 
region  are  within  one  to  three  hours  travelling  time  of  that  city.  The 
Muskoka  Airport  at  Gravenhurst  is  fifty  minutes  by  Trans-Canada  Airlines 
from  Malton,  the  focal  point  of  Canadian  airline  routes.  The  completion 
of  the  Trans-Canada  Highway  will  result  in  the  opening  up  of  a  substantial 
area  of  the  Muskoka  District  for  the  first  time. 
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APPROXIMATE  RAIL  AND  HIGHWAY  MILEAGES  FOR  SELECTED 
CENTRES  IN  THE  GEORGIAN  BAY  REGION1 


By 

By 

By 

By 

Rail 

Highway 

Rail 

Highway 

Toronto  to: 

miles 

miles 

Toronto  to: 

miles 

miles 

Orangeville 

56  C.P.R. 

50 

Hanover 

117  C.P.R. 

113 

Barrie 

64  C.N.R. 

49 

(118  C.N.R.) 

Orillia 

86  C.N.R. 

73 

Walkerton 

120  C.N.R. 

113 

(110  C.P.R.) 

(128  C.P.R.) 

Creemore 

88  C.N.R. 

88 

Bracebridge 

122  C.N.R. 

107 

Collingwood 

95  C.N.R. 

83 

Owen  Sound 

129  C.P.R. 

118 

Penetanguishene 

102  C.N.R. 

83 

(197  C.N.R.) 

Thornbury 

107  C.N.R. 

96 

Huntsville 

146  C.N.R. 

129 

Port  McNicoll 

108  C.P.R. 

85 

Parry  Sound 

149  C.N.R. 

152 

Gravenhurst 

112  C.N.R. 

98 

(155  C.P.R.) 

Midland 

114  C.P.R. 

81 

Kincardine 

160  C.N.R. 

140 

(119  C.N.R.) 

Port  Elgin 

181  C.N.R. 

144 

Meaford 

115  C.N.R. 

105 

Southampton 

185  C.N.R. 

139 

Wiarton 

195  C.N.R. 

143 

Tobermory 

— 

194 

'Distances  measured  represent: 

(a)  By  Rail — shortest  direct  route. 

(b)  By  Road — shortest  direct  route  using  King’s  highways  from  City  Hall,  Toronto. 


During  the  navigation  season,  the  Georgian  Bay  Region  is  connected 
by  steamship  lines  to  other  parts  of  Ontario  and  to  the  U.S.A.  as  follows: 
C.P.R.  Great  Lakes  Steamships  from  Port  McNicoll  (near  Midland)  to 
Fort  William  and  Port  Arthur;  the  Chicago,  Duluth  and  Georgian  Bay 
Transit  Company  from  Chicago  to  Parry  Sound  and  Buffalo;  Owen  Sound 
Transportation  Company  Limited  from  Owen  Sound  to  Sault  Ste.  Marie 
and  Manitoulin  Island  and,  in  addition,  daily  ferry  service  between  Tober¬ 
mory  and  South  Baymouth.  Daily  service  is  also  provided  from  Huntsville 
through  the  Lake  of  Bays  and  from  Muskoka  Wharf  and  Bala  through  the 
Muskoka  Lakes. 


SHIPPING  STATISTICS— GEORGIAN  BAY  REGION-1953 


Cargoes  Loaded  Cargoes  Unloaded 
Tons  Tons 


.2 

a  .2 

e 

Port 

"1- 
^  ^ 

•S3  g$2S 

U  u  o  G  u 

E'SS 

O  ~  h 

u*uc^ 

fc&tiCU  (hUm 

fefcCL 

Britt 

2,500 

443,753 

Collingwood 

4,778 

301,037 

19,613 

Midland 

2,188 

....  1,415,241 

270,103 

Owen  Sound 

20,701 

440,890 

20,237 

Parry  Sound 

1,620 

279,784 

20,379 

Penetang 

105 

180 

Pt.  McNicoll  20,055 

....  1,077,845 

16,163 

Southampton 

1,567 

Total  Cargoes 


Tons 

T3 

« 

T3 

a 

"2 

Chief  Commodities 

D 

2,500 

443,753 

Pulpwood,  coal 

4,778 

320,650 

Grain,  coal,  salt 

2,188 

1,685,344 

Grain,  gasoline,  coal 

20,701 

461,127 

Grain,  gasoline,  coal 

1,620 

300,163 

Gas,  petroleum  product: 

105 

180 

coal,  salt 

20,055 

1,094,008 

Grain,  coal 

1,567 

Lumber 
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The  Georgian  Bay  Region  has  eight  leading  lake  ports  where  large 
quantities  of  grain,  gasoline,  petroleum  products  and  coal  are  unloaded. 
During  1953,  the  volume  of  cargo  unloaded  at  Midland  placed  it  among 
the  leading  ports  of  the  Province  of  Ontario.  Midland,  Port  McNicoll, 
Collingwood  and  Owen  Sound  are  ideally  situated  for  the  trans-shipment 
of  landed  cargoes  to  all  parts  of  Ontario  and  eastern  Canada.  The  Region’s 
ports  also  serve  as  points  of  departure  for  fishing  vessels  and  tugs. 

The  leading  industries  of  the  Georgian  Bay  Region  are  products  of  the 
unique  environment  which  has  been  outlined  above.  The  Region  is  one  of 
Canada’s  leading  tourist  resort  areas.  The  Counties  comprise  one  of  the 
Province’s  wealthiest  farming  areas,  while  the  Districts  of  Muskoka  and 
Parry  Sound,  although  situated  on  the  rocky  and  shallow  soils  of  the  Shield, 
nevertheless,  contain  small  pockets  of  rich  farming  land.  Manufacturing  in 
the  Georgian  Bay  Region  is  a  reflection  of  the  same  natural  features 
mentioned  above.  Forestry  and  logging,  once  thriving  industries  in  them¬ 
selves,  provided  the  basis  for  the  production  of  wood  products,  the  Region’s 
leading  manufacturing  industry1— food  products  excepted.  Other  manu¬ 
facturing  groups  include  iron  and  steel  products,  transportation  equipment, 
leather  goods,  textiles  and  clothing. 

Commercial  fishing  is  an  important  industry  in  many  of  the  ports  in  the 
Georgian  Bay  Region.  The  fish  taken  in  all  Georgian  Bay  waters,  valued  at 
$1.7  million  in  1953,  ranks  second  only  in  value  to  the  catch  in  Lake  Erie. 
Among  the  important  fishing  centres  in  the  Region  are  Owen  Sound,  Parry 
Sound,  Britt,  Tobermory,  Lion’s  Head,  Southampton,  Kincardine,  Midland, 
Penetang  and  Collingwood.  The  chief  species  of  fish  taken  in  Georgian  Bay 
are  whitefish  and  lake  trout. 

Mining  in  the  Georgian  Bay  Region,  valued  at  $1.7  million  in  1953,  is 
confined  largely  to  the  Counties  and  consists  almost  wholly  of  structural 
materials  such  as  sand  and  gravel,  brick,  tile,  limestone,  marble,  etc. 

The  Region’s  proximity  to  the  heavily  populated  areas  of  the 
Metropolitan  and  Southwestern  Ontario  Regions,  with  which  it  has 
excellent  transportation  connections,  together  with  its  many  natural  ad¬ 
vantages  have  made  it  an  attractive  location  for  new  manufacturing 
industries.  In  addition,  many  established  industries  have  been  expanded  in 
the  postwar  period. 


]A  program  of  reforestation  has  been  in  operation  throughout  the  Georgian  Bay  Region  for  some 
time.  Almost  six  million  trees  were  supplied  to  the  Region  by  the  Provincial  Government  during  the 
year  ending  March  31,  1954.  Almost  one-half  of  these  trees  were  planted  in  Simcoe  County  where  at 
Midhurst,  in  1922,  the  first  tree  nursery  and  the  first  municipal  forest  in  Ontario  were  established. 
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Population 


The  population  of  the  Georgian  Bay  Region  was  estimated  at  280,900 
in  1954.  Population  density  per  square  mile  varies  from  6  and  15  in  Parry 
Sound  and  Muskoka  Districts,  respectively,  to  69  in  Simcoe  County.  The 
population  of  the  Region  is  predominantly  of  British  origin,  varying  from 
92  percent  in  Dufferin  County  to  69  percent  in  Parry  Sound. 

The  population  of  the  Georgian  Bay  Region  declined  by  1.6  percent 
between  1901  and  1951  but  increased  by  2.7  percent  between  the  latter 
year  and  1954.  Simcoe  County  has  shown  the  most  consistent  growth  over 
the  past  half-century  with  a  population  jump  of  29.4  percent  between  1901 
and  1951  and  a  further  rise  of  8.2  percent  between  1951  and  1954.  It  now 
has  a  population  almost  twice  the  size  of  Grey,  the  next  most  populous  area. 


POPULATION  TRENDS  WITHIN  THE  GEORGIAN  BAY  REGION 


POPULATION 

PERCENT  CHANGE 

1901 

1951 

Estimated 

1951/1901  1954/1951 

A — Blue  Water 

1954 

% 

% 

Bruce 

59,020 

41,311 

41,400 

—30.0 

0.2 

Dufferin 

21,036 

14,566 

14,800 

—30.8 

1.6 

Grey 

69,590 

58,960 

58,000 

—15.3 

—1.6 

Simcoe 

82,315 

106,482 

115,200 

29.4 

8.2 

Sub-total 

231,961 

221,319 

229,400 

—  4.6 

3.7 

B — Highlands 

Muskoka 

20,971 

24,713 

23,700 

17.8 

—4.1 

Parry  Sound 

24,936 

27,371 

27,800 

9.8 

1.6 

Sub-total 

45,907 

52,084 

51,600 

13.5 

—0.9 

TOTAL,  GEORGIAN 

BAY 

277,868 

273,403 

280,900 

—  1.6 

2.7 

POPULATION  OF 

THE 

GEORGIAN 

BAY  REGION,  ESTIMATED  FOR  1954 

Estimated 

Population 

as  Land  Area 

Estimated  Population 

Population 

%  of  Ontario 

Density 

A — Blue  Water 

1954 

% 

sq.  miles 

(per 

sq.  mile) 

Bruce 

41,400 

0.8 

1,650 

25.09 

Dufferin 

14,800 

0.3 

557 

26.57 

Grey 

58,000 

1.1 

1,708 

33.96 

Simcoe 

115,200 

2.3 

1,663 

69.27 

Sub-total 

229,400 

4.5 

5,578 

41.13 

B — Highlands 

Muskoka 

23,700 

0.5 

1,585 

14.95 

Parry  Sound 

27,800 

0.6 

4,336 

6.41 

Sub-total 

51,600 

1.0 

5,921 

8.71 

TOTAL,  GEORGIAN  BAY 

280,900 

5.6 

11,499 

24.43 
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There  are  fifteen  centres  in  the  Region  with  populations  of  2,500  or 
over.  Three  of  these  have  populations  of  over  10,000.  Owen  Sound,  the  only 
incorporated  city  in  the  Region,  is  also  the  largest  centre,  with  an  assessed 
population  of  17,346  in  1954.  Barrie  and  Orillia  follow  in  order  of  size, 
with  16,000  and  12,800  population,  respectively.  Between  1941  and  1951, 
ten  of  these  centres  showed  substantial  growth  ranging  from  41.6  percent 
in  Gravenhurst,  28.7  percent  in  Barrie  and  23.6  percent  in  Orillia  to  six 
percent  in  Midland.  Between  1951  and  1954  the  Town  of  Barrie  showed  a 
population  growth  of  27.9  percent— the  greatest  of  any  centre  in  the  Region. 
Hanover  and  Orangeville  had  population  increases  of  13.4  percent  and  9.7 
percent,  respectively,  over  the  same  period. 


POPULATION  OF  ONTARIO,  CENTRES  OVER  2,500 
GEORGIAN  BAY  REGION 


CENTRES 

1941 

1951 

1954 

1954/1951 

Increase 

% 

1951/1941 

Increase 

% 

Owen  Sound 

14,002 

16,423 

17,346 

5.6 

17.3 

Barrie 

9,725 

12,514 

16,002 

27.9 

28.7 

Orillia 

9,798 

12,110 

12,796 

5.7 

23.6 

Collingwood 

6,270 

7,413 

7,646 

3.1 

18.2 

Midland 

6,800 

7,206 

7,617 

5.7 

6.0 

Parry  Sound 

5,765 

5,183 

5,343 

3.1 

—10.1 

Penetanguishene 

4,521 

4,949 

4,954 

0.1 

9.5 

Hanover 

3,290 

3,533 

4,005 

13.4 

7.4 

Huntsville 

2,800 

3,286 

3,271 

—  0.5 

17.4 

Walkerton 

2,679 

3,264 

3,472 

6.4 

21.8 

Orangeville 

2,718 

3,249 

3,564 

9.7 

19.5 

Meaford 

2,662 

3,178 

3,392 

6.7 

19.4 

Gravenhurst 

2,122 

3,005 

2,869 

—  4.5 

41.6 

Bracebridge 

2,341 

2,684 

2,762 

2.9 

14.7 

Kincardine 

2,507 

2,672 

2,662 

—  0.4 

6.6 

Source:  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Ottawa;  Census  of  Canada,  1951.  1954  Department  of  Municipal 
Affairs  (Assessed  Pop.) 


The  Georgian  Bay  Region  is  unique  in  that  the  population  of  each  of 
its  component  parts  is  more  than  one-half  rural.  The  proportion  of  the  total 
population  represented  by  persons  living  in  rural  areas  varies  from  81.1 
percent  in  Parry  Sound  to  54.0  percent  in  Simcoe  with  an  average  for  the 
Region  as  a  whole  of  61.5  percent.  The  comparable  proportion  for  the 
Province  as  a  whole  is  29.3  percent. 
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RURAL-URBAN  DISTRIBUTION  OF  POPULATION  IN  THE 


GEORGIAN  BAY 

REGION 

—  1941 

and  1951 

1941 

1951 

A- 

—Blue  Water 

Total 

Rural 

% 

Urban 

% 

Total 

Rural 

% 

Urban 

% 

Bruce 

41,680 

72.1 

27.9 

41,311 

69.0 

31.0 

Dufferin 

14,075 

73.5 

26.5 

14,566 

69.6 

30.4 

Grey 

57,160 

62.1 

37.9 

58,960 

57.6 

42.4 

Simcoe 

87,057 

51.8 

48.2 

106,482 

54.0 

46.0 

Sub-total 

199,972 

60.5 

39.5 

221,319 

58.8 

41.2 

B- 

—Highlands 

Muskoka 

21,835 

66.7 

33.3 

24,713 

63.7 

36.3 

Parry  Sound 

30,083 

80.8 

19.2 

27,371 

81.1 

18.9 

Sub-total 

51,918 

74.9 

25.1 

52,084 

72.8 

27.2 

TOTAL,  GEORGIAN  BAY 

251,890 

63.5 

36.5 

273,403 

61.5 

38.5 

BIRTHS, 

MARRIAGES 

AND  DEATHS:  NUMBERS  AND 

►  RATES 

GEORGIAN  BAY  REGION- 

-1953 

Live  Births 

Marriages 

Deaths 

A — Blue  Water 

No. 

Rate  per 
1,000  population 

No. 

Rate  per 
1,000  population 

Rate  per 

No.  1,000  population 

Bruce 

1,004 

24.2 

311 

7.5 

547 

13.2 

Dufferin 

307 

20.9 

107 

7.3 

187 

12.7 

Grey 

1,401 

23.8 

460 

7.8 

649 

11.0 

Simcoe 

2,992 

27.0 

825 

7.4 

1,096 

9.9 

Sub-total 

5,704 

25.2 

1,703 

7.5 

2,479 

11.0 

B — Highlands 

Muskoka 

585 

24.5 

230 

9.6 

229 

9.6 

Parry  Sound 

702 

24.9 

210 

7.4 

296 

10.5 

Sub-total 

1,287 

24.7 

440 

8.4 

525 

10.1 

TOTAL,  GEORGIAN 

BAY  6,991 

25.1 

2,143 

7.7 

3,004 

10.8 

PROVINCE  OF  ONTARIO  129,771 

26.5 

45,954 

9.4 

45,242 

9.2 

An  analysis  of  the  population  of  the  Region  by  age-groups  reveals 
the  following  relationships:  (1)  The  proportion  of  the  total  population 
under  20  years  of  age— 36.7  percent— is  higher  than  that  for  the  Province  as 
a  whole  (33.9  percent).  (2)  Persons  between  the  ages  of  20  and  54  in 
the  Region— 43.5  percent— constitute  a  smaller  proportion  of  the  total 
population  than  is  true  for  the  Province  as  a  whole  (49.0  percent).  (3)  The 
proportion  of  the  total  population  over  55  years  of  age  in  the  Region— 19.8 
percent— is  higher  than  that  for  Ontario  as  a  whole  ( 17.2  percent ) . 
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LABOUR  FORCE  IN  THE  GEORGIAN  BAY  REGION  — 1951 


Labour  Force  as 

A — Blue  Water 

Population 

Labour  Force 

%  of  Population 

% 

Bruce 

41,311 

14,405 

34.9 

Dufferin 

14,566 

5,247 

36.0 

Grey 

58,960 

22,507 

38.2 

Simcoe 

106,482 

39,443 

37.0 

Sub-total 

221,319 

81,602 

36.9 

B — Highlands 

Muskoka 

24,713 

8,533 

34.5 

Parry  Sound 

27,371 

9,006 

32.9 

Sub-total 

52,084 

17,539 

33.7 

TOTAL,  GEORGIAN  BAY 

273,403 

99,141 

36.3 

It  is  also  noteworthy  that  18  percent  of  the  Region’s  population  is  of 
public  school  age,  i.e.  5  to  14  years  of  age  as  compared  with  15.8  percent 
in  the  Province  as  a  whole.  This  proportion  varies  within  the  Region,  from 
a  low  of  17.1  percent  in  Grey  County  to  a  high  of  21.3  percent  in  the 
District  of  Parry  Sound.  In  the  Georgian  Bay  Region,  public  school 
enrolment  in  the  school  year  1951-52  constituted  14.4  percent  of  the  total 
population  while,  for  the  Province  as  a  whole,  this  proportion  was  11.8 
percent.  Enrolment  in  the  public  schools  of  the  Region  increased  by  35.2 
percent  from  1946-47  to  1953-54,  the  largest  growth  occurring  in  Grey 
County. 


PUBLIC  SCHOOL  ENROLMENT  1946-47  and  1953-54 
GEORGIAN  BAY  REGION 


A — Blue  Water 

1946-1947 

1953-1954 

Percent  Change 
1953-54/1946-47 

Bruce 

4,900 

5,857 

19.5 

Dufferin 

1,924 

2,608 

35.6 

Grey 

5,565 

9,097 

63.5 

Simcoe 

11,946 

17,309 

44.9 

Sub-total 

24,335 

34,871 

43.3 

B — Highlands 

Muskoka 

3,323 

3,881 

16.8 

Parry  Sound 

4,724 

5,042 

6.7 

Sub-total 

8,047 

8,923 

10.9 

TOTAL,  GEORGIAN  BAY 

32,382 

43,794 

35.2 

TOTAL,  ONTARIO 

441,333 

621,335 

40.8 

Source:  Ontario  Department  of  Education. 
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Source:  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Ottawa;  Census  of  Canada,  1951. 


PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  LABOUR  FORCE  BY  INDUSTRY  GROUPS  —  1951 
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(1)  Includes  some  unidentified  workers. 

(2)  Includes  communication. 

Source:  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Ottawa;  Census  of  Canada,  1951. 


LABOUR  FORCE U)  14  YEARS  OF  AGE  AND  OVER,  DISTRIBUTED  BY  OCCUPATION  GROUPS  —  1951 

LEADING  CENTRES  IN  GEORGIAN  BAY  REGION 
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(1)  Excludes  a  few  persons  seeking  work  who  have  never  been  employed. 

(2)  Includes  a  small  number  of  persons  with  occupation  not  stated. 

(3)  Includes  Electric  Light  and  Power  Production  and  Stationary  Enginemen. 

(4)  Less  than  .05. 


Agriculture 


The  Georgian  Bay  Region  falls  within  four  climatic  zones  as  shown 
on  the  map  below.  The  Lake  Huron— Georgian  Bay  zone  has  the  longest 
average  frost-free  period— 148  days  a  year— comparing  favourably  with  the 
climate  around  Lake  Erie.  In  contrast,  the  Western  Uplands  has  the 
shortest  frost-free  period  of  any  area  of  similar  latitude  in  Ontario.  The 
Simcoe  and  Kawartha  Lakes  zone  has  a  slightly  longer  and  the  Muskoka 
zone  a  slightly  shorter  frost-free  period  than  the  Uplands.  The  average 
crop  season  in  these  zones  is  somewhat  longer  than  the  season  between 
frosts  although  the  frost  influences  the  kinds  of  crops  that  can  be  grown. 
Annual  rainfall  in  the  Lake  Huron  and  Simcoe  zones  (about  30  inches) 
is  relatively  light  as  compared  with  that  in  the  Uplands  (36  inches)  and 
Muskoka  (38  inches).  Snowfall  is  heavier  than  in  any  other  Region  of 
Southern  Ontario  and  is  greatest  in  the  Muskoka  zone  (114  inches) 
followed  closely  by  the  Western  Uplands  (100  inches)  and  Lake  Huron 
zone  (95  inches).  This  may  be  compared  to  the  snowfall  around  Toronto, 
which  is  about  60  inches  annually.  Precipitation  is  also  more  effective  than 
in  the  southern  Regions  since  there  is  less  evaporation  in  the  cooler  climate 
of  the  Georgian  Bay  Region. 


THE  CUIMATIIC  ZONES 


Vj  '■^GEORGIAN  BAY  REGION 

MUSKOKA < 

O 


Niagara  ■ 

EscarpmeryyAS  DESCRIBED  BY  THE 

ONTARIO  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRUCULTURE 
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CLIMATE  AT  SELECTED  WEATHER  STATIONS  IN  THE 

GEORGIAN  BAY  REGION 


1. 

2. 

3. 


4. 


Centre 

Elevation 

(Feet  above 
sea  level) 

Mean  Monthly  Temperatures 

Lowest  Highest 

Jan.  -  Feb.  July 

(Degrees,  Fahrenheit) 

Mean 

Annual 

Precipitation 

Inches 

Barrie 

726 

16 

68 

32.2 

Collingwood 

589 

19 

68 

— 

Orillia 

723 

14 

68 

32.3 

Eugenia 

— 

— 

— 

30.2 

Owen  Sound 

585 

19 

67 

36.0 

Lucknow 

— 

18 

67 

37.3 

Southampton 

615 

19 

66 

24.5 

Tobermory 

— 

19 

68 

30.8 

Walkerton 

932 

19 

67 

38.4 

Huntsville 

951 

12 

66 

36.4 

Parry  Sound 

686 

14 

67 

38.8 

Source:  Meteorological  Division, 

Department  of  Transport, 

Ottawa. 

CLIMATE  AND  GROWING  PERIOD  DATA 

FOR 

THE  GEORGIAN 

BAY  REGION 

Climatic  Zone 

Frost 

Free 

Period 

(days) 

Growing 

Season 

Starts 

Average 

Crop 

Season 

(days) 

—  Normal  — 
January  July 

Temp.  Temp. 

—  Annual  — 
Snow  Rain 

Fall  Fall 

Lake  Huron  and  Southern 
Shore  of  Georgian  Bay 

148 

April  19 

196 

22°F 

67°F 

95" 

32.2 

Simcoe  County 

130 

April  18 

191 

17°F 

68°F 

76" 

30.4 

Western  Uplands 
(Parts  of  Bruce,  Grey, 
and  Dufferin) 

126 

April  19 

189 

19°F 

66°F 

100" 

36.0 

Muskoka  and  Parry  Sound 

123 

April  22 

182 

14°F 

66°F 

114" 

38.0 

Source:  Ontario  Department  of  Agriculture. 


More  than  one-quarter  ( 27.6  percent )  of  the  labour  force  of  the  Region 
at  June  1,  1951  was  agricultural— about  twice  the  provincial  proportion. 
This  Region’s  agricultural  labour  force,  numbering  27,363,  constituted  13.6 
percent  of  the  total  for  Ontario.  The  proportion  of  the  labour  force  engaged 
in  agriculture  varies  from  county  to  county  within  the  Region.  Slightly 
more  than  one-half  of  the  labour  force  in  Dufferin  is  agricultural,  while  in 
the  case  of  Grey,  the  proportion  is  37.3  percent.  Bruce  (42.1  percent)  and 
Simcoe  (20.0  percent)  also  had  large  numbers  represented  in  this  sector. 
The  northern  districts  of  Muskoka  and  Parry  Sound  had  very  few  engaged 
in  agriculture. 
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FARM  POPULATION  AND  AGRICULTURAL  LABOUR  FORCE 
IN  THE  GEORGIAN  BAY  REGION  AS  AT  JUNE,  1951 
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A — Blue  Water 

% 

% 

% 

Bruce 

18,799 

45.5 

6,071 

3.0 

42.1 

14,405 

Dufferin 

8,130 

55.8 

2,731 

1.4 

52.0 

5,247 

Grey 

24,084 

40.8 

8,390 

4.2 

37.3 

22,507 

Simcoe 

24,894 

23.4 

7,892 

3.9 

20.0 

39,443 

Sub-total 

75,907 

34.3 

25,084 

12.4 

30.7 

81,602 

B — Highlands 

Muskoka 

2,929 

11.9 

652 

0.3 

7.6 

8,533 

Parry  Sound 

6,891 

25.2 

1,627 

0.8 

18.1 

9,006 

Sub-total 

9,820 

18.9 

2,279 

1.1 

13.0 

17,539 

TOTAL,  GEORGIAN  BAY 

85,727 

31.4 

27,363 

13.6 

27.6 

99,141 

Source:  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics.  Ottawa;  Census  of  Canada,  1951. 


Agriculture  is  the  most  important  single  form  of  economic  activity  in 
the  Georgian  Bay  Region.  The  gross  farm  revenues  for  the  Region  in  1950 
($73,657,710)  were  12.5  percent  of  the  provincial  total.  More  than  90 
percent  of  the  Region’s  produce  came  from  the  counties;  the  remainder 
from  the  two  northern  districts.  Grey  County  had  the  largest  share 
($21,178,453)  followed  closely  by  Simcoe  and  Bruce.  The  short  growing 
season  and  the  lower  summer  temperatures  as  a  result  of  the  high  elevation, 
have  tended  to  emphasize  the  production  of  grain  which  is  marketed  in 
the  form  of  livestock,  including  beef,  pork  and  mutton.  In  the  absence  of 
large  centres  in  which  to  market  milk,  the  farmers  in  the  Region  have 
concentrated  on  the  production  of  beef  rather  than  dairy  cattle,  and  the 
proportion  of  beef  cattle  exceeds  that  of  dairy  cattle  in  every  county  of  the 
Region  except  Simcoe.  Nevertheless,  dairy  products,  particularly  butter,  are 
important  in  Bruce  and  Grey  counties.  Simcoe  County,  part  of  the  Toronto 
milkshed,  markets  milk  in  the  Metropolitan  Region. 

The  Region  ranks  among  the  first  in  the  Province  in  the  value  of 
many  farm  products,  notably  cattle,  swine,  sheep,  goats,  poultry  and  eggs, 
and  the  total  value  of  field  crops  grown.  The  difference  in  agriculture  as 
carried  on  in  the  three  counties  to  the  west  of  the  Escarpment  and  in 
Simcoe  on  the  east,  is  marked.  The  proximity  of  Simcoe  to  the  large 
Toronto  area  has  provided  a  market  for  milk  and  vegetables  which  can  be 
raised  in  the  more  moderate  climate  of  that  county. 
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FARM  VALUE  OF  SELECTED  AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTS  — 1954 


GEORGIAN  BAY  REGION 

(in  thousands  of  dollars) 

FARM  PRODUCTS  Region 

Parry  as  %  of 


Field  Crops 

Bruce 

Dufferin 

Grey 

Simcoe 

Muskoka 

Sound 

Region 

Ontario 

Wheat 

739.0 

189.0 

514.0 

1,856.0 

5.0 

13.0 

3,316.0 

10.7 

Oats 

1,667.0 

618.0 

1,605.0 

2,214.0 

154.0 

363.0 

6,621.0 

14.2 

Barley 

565.0 

77.0 

410.0 

277.0 

3.0 

11.0 

1,343.0 

28.2 

Mixed  Grains 

3,023.0 

1,608.0 

3,445.0 

2,435.0 

11.0 

59.0 

10,581.0 

27.8 

Potatoes 

118.0 

605.0 

254.0 

1,205.0 

47.0 

403.0 

2,632.0 

17.6 

Corn  for  Fodder 

217.0 

39.0 

260.0 

234.0 

10.0 

16.0 

776.0 

7.9 

Hay 

2,678.0 

1,297.0 

3,353.0 

2,947.0 

486.0 

887.0 

11,648.0 

13.3 

Livestock  on  Hand 

Cattle 

19,020.0 

1,617.0 

20,678.0 

15,098.0 

1,011.0 

2,136.0 

59,560.0 

17.6 

Swine 

3,166.0 

1,349.0 

3,433.0 

3,926.0 

77.0 

162.0 

12,113.0 

19.3 

Sheep  &  Lambs 

237.0 

256.0 

831.0 

530.0 

20.0 

51.0 

1,925.0 

21.4 

Poultry  on  Hand 

Hens  &  Chicks 

720.8 

579.8 

886.3 

618.7 

63.7 

206.6 

3,075.9 

12.1 

Source:  Ontario  Department  of  Agriculture. 


The  County  of  Bruce  has  537,000  acres  of  improved  farm  land 
accounting  for  51  percent  of  the  total  area  of  the  county.  The  Bruce 
peninsula,  characterized  by  bogs  and  rocks,  is  unsuitable  for  cultivation 
although  part  of  the  area  is  used  as  pasture  for  cattle.  The  southern  part 
of  the  county  is  a  continuation  of  the  Huron  Plain  and  the  Saugeen  clay 
plain.  The  emphasis  on  livestock,  particularly  cattle,  is  even  more  marked 
than  in  Huron  County  to  the  south.  Cattle  are  raised  for  beef  and  dairy 
products,  particularly  butter.  In  1954,  with  a  total  production  of  6.1  million 
pounds,  the  county  was  exceeded  only  by  Perth  in  volume  of  butter 
production.  Mixed  grains,  hay,  and  oats  account  for  82  percent  of  the  total 
area  in  field  crops. 


FARM  LAND  IN  THE  GEORGIAN  BAY  REGION  —  1951 


A — Blue  Water 

Occupied  Farm 
Land 
acres 

Bruce 

749,196 

Dufferin 

327,762 

Grey 

963,068 

Simcoe 

777,432 

Sub-total 

2,817,458 

B — Highlands 

Muskoka 

132,678 

Parry  Sound 

389,127 

Sub-total 

521,805 

TOTAL,  GEORGIAN  BAY 

3,339,263 

Proportion 
Farm  of 

Improved 

Proportion  of 
Farm  Area 

Total 

Total  Area 

Farm  Land 

Improved 

Land  Area 

% 

acres 

% 

acres 

70.9 

536,719 

71.6 

1,056,000 

91.9 

236,885 

72.3 

356,480 

88.1 

564,203 

58.6 

1,093,120 

73.0 

498,164 

64.1 

1,064,320 

78.9 

1,835,971 

65.2 

3,569,920 

13.1 

33,663 

25.4 

1,014,400 

14.0 

86,258 

22.2 

2,775,040 

13.8 

119,921 

23.0 

3,789,440 

45.4 

1,955,892 

58.6 

7,359,360 

Source:  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Ottawa;  Census  of  Canada,  1951. 
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PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  IMPROVED  FARM  LAND  IN  THE 

GEORGIAN  BAY  REGION  —  1951 


A — Blue  Water 

Total  Area 
of  Improved 
Land 

acres 

Under 

Crops 

% 

Pasture 

% 

Summer 

Fallow 

% 

Other 

% 

Bruce 

536,719 

57.5 

37.6 

2.6 

2.4 

Dufferin 

236,885 

64.1 

30.1 

3.0 

2.8 

Grey 

564,203 

68.4 

25.9 

2.7 

3.0 

Simcoe 

498,164 

70.3 

18.8 

6.8 

4.1 

Sub-total 

1,835,971 

65.2 

27.9 

3.8 

3.1 

B — Highlands 

Muskoka 

33,663 

69.5 

23.7 

2.3 

4.5 

Parry  Sound 

86,258 

69.5 

25.5 

0.5 

4.5 

Sub-total 

119,921 

69.5 

25.0 

1.0 

4.5 

TOTAL,  GEORGIAN  BAY 

1,955,892 

65.4 

27.7 

3.7 

3.2 

Source:  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics, 

Ottawa;  Census  of  Canada, 

1951. 

The  most  striking  feature  of  the  topography  of  Grey  County  consists 
of  the  Blue  Mountains  which  roughly  divide  the  counties  of  Grey  and 
Simcoe.  These  Mountains  are  a  continuation  of  the  Niagara  Escarpment, 
extending  north  from  Niagara  Falls.  The  soil  of  the  county  contains  varying 
mixtures  of  clay,  and  sand  and  gravel.  As  in  the  adjoining  County  of  Bruce, 
approximately  one-half  of  the  total  area  is  improved  farm  land.  The 
dependence  on  livestock  farming,  including  cattle,  swine  and  sheep  also 
corresponds  to  Bruce,  and  in  the  production  of  butter,  5.6  million  pounds 
in  1954,  it  ranks  next  after  that  county.  The  field  crops  grown  are  also 
similar. 

The  moderating  effect  of  the  Bay  on  the  climate  and  the  protection 
afforded  by  the  Escarpment  permit  the  cultivation  of  apples  in  a  strip  of 
fertile  land  adjoining  the  water  in  Grey  County.  About  20  percent  of 
Ontario’s  apple  production  comes  from  the  Georgian  Bay  Fruit  Belt, 
where  the  1953  crop  was  worth  more  than  $1  million.  Other  fruits  grown  in 
this  area  include  cherries,  pears  and  plums. 

Dufferin  is  the  smallest  of  the  counties  and  districts  making  up  the 
Region.  The  land  consists  in  the  main  of  a  high  till  plain  characterized  by 
silt  loam  soil.  The  elevation  results  in  a  particularly  short  and  cool  growing 
season,  with  the  result  that  hardly  any  fruits  or  vegetables,  except  potatoes, 
are  grown.  Cattle,  swine,  and  sheep  are  raised  extensively  as  in  Bruce  and 
Grey,  and  livestock  constitutes  the  chief  source  of  income.  Approximately 
85  percent  of  the  area  under  field  crops  is  used  for  hay,  mixed  grains  and 
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oats  which  suggests  the  dominance  of  livestock  in  the  farm  economy.  The 
farm  value  of  flax  grown  exceeds  the  value  of  fall  wheat  in  Dufferin,  and 
seven  percent  of  the  cultivated  area  was  used  for  raising  this  cash  crop. 

The  County  of  Simcoe  is  separated  from  the  other  counties  which 
make  up  the  lower  part  of  the  Region,  by  the  Blue  Mountains.  The  land  in 
Simcoe  is  characterized  by  a  diversity  of  soils  ranging  from  clay  plains 
and  sand  plains  in  the  Nottawasaga  basin  to  sandy  loams  in  the  Uplands. 
Large  areas  in  the  southern  townships  remain  forested  or  marshy,  and  the 
proportion  of  improved  land  to  the  total  area  of  the  county  is  only  47 
percent.  The  location  of  the  county  on  the  direct  north-south  road  and  rail 
routes  to  the  Metropolitan  Region  has  changed  the  character  of  agriculture 
in  the  county  and  given  impetus  to  its  growth.  Recently,  some  tobacco 
has  been  grown  around  Alliston  where  the  soil  is  suitable  for  that  crop. 
Potatoes  are  also  an  important  crop  in  this  county. 

The  valley  of  the  Holland  and  Schomberg  rivers  contains  about  20,000 
acres  of  marshland  of  which  more  than  7,000  acres  have  been  reclaimed 
with  the  aid  of  dykes  and  drainage  canals.  Approximately  one-half  of  the 
marshland  is  in  York  and  the  rest  is  in  Simcoe  County.  Proposals  for 
draining  the  land  had  been  made  for  more  than  a  century  while  the 
necessary  engineering  works  were  started  only  about  30  years  ago.  Dutch 
farmers  settled  and  developed  the  land,  beginning  about  1935.  The  products 
of  the  marsh  include  onions,  lettuce,  carrots,  potatoes,  celery,  and  cabbage, 
but  little  fruit.  The  chief  market  for  the  produce  is  Toronto,  only  forty 
miles  away  by  truck,  although  a  small  proportion  goes  to  other  cities  in 
Canada  and  the  United  States. 

As  previously  indicated,  there  is  not  much  farming  in  Muskoka  and 
Parry  Sound  Districts.  Income  per  farm  from  farming  operations  also  tends 
to  be  quite  low.  Over  the  intercensal  period  1941-51,  the  number  of  occupied 
farms  declined  from  2,974  to  2,196.  Total  farm  area  fell  by  14.8  percent 
or  from  16.2  to  13.8  percent  of  the  districts’  total  land  area.  Improved  land, 
only  22.8  percent  of  all  farm  land  in  1941,  declined  by  19,570  acres,  while 
land  devoted  to  field  crops  declined  by  18,659  acres  over  the  period. 

In  the  first  few  decades  of  this  century,  lumbering  was  the  prime 
industry.  As  clearing  proceeded,  farms  followed.  However,  most  of  these 
farms  have  lasted  little  more  than  a  decade,  being  abandoned  when  the 
soil  proved  either  too  sandy  or  too  shallow.  A  great  many  of  the  farms  in  the 
area  may  be  classed  as  subsistence  or  part-time,  with  the  owners  gaining 
a  subsidiary  and  sometimes  substantial  income  from  outside  work.  The 
most  outstanding  example  is  the  tourist  trade,  where  the  farmer  profits  by 
cottage  building,  renting  and  servicing.  Farm  products  include  dairy 
products,  poultry,  eggs  and  some  vegetables.  These  supply  a  good  part  of 
local  winter  needs,  but  with  the  influx  of  tourists  in  the  summer,  this  resort 
area  becomes  dependent  on  outside  sources.  Agriculture,  where  it  is 
significant,  is  centered  in  small  clusters  where  the  depth  of  soil  permits. 
Good  examples  are  to  be  found  in  northern  Parry  Sound. 
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THE  DAIRY  PRODUCTS  INDUSTRY  IN  THE  GEORGIAN  BAY  REGION  —  1953 


BUTTER  &  CHEESE  FACTORIES 


No.  of 

County 

No.  of  Est. 

Employees 

Bruce 

14 

128 

Dufferin 

4 

55 

Grey 

14 

113 

Simcoe 

10 

138 

REGION 

42 

434 

VALUE  OF  PRODUCTS 


Creamery 

Butter 

Other  (1) 

Total 

$’000 

$’000 

$’000 

3,652.0 

384.6 

4,036.7 

942.5 

4.0 

946.6 

3,339.6 

187.4 

3,527.0 

2,171.0 

547.6 

2,718.6 

10,105.1 

1,123.6 

11,228.9 

(1)  Includes  fluid  milk,  ice  cream,  and  cheddar  cheese. 

Source:  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Ottawa;  Dairy  Products  Industries. 


PRODUCTION  OF  CREAMERY  BUTTER  AND  CHEDDAR  CHEESE 
IN  THE  GEORGIAN  BAY  REGION  — 1954 


A — Blue  Water 

CREAMERY 

Production 
’000  lbs. 

BUTTER 

%  of 
Province 

CHEDDAR  CHEESE 

Production  %  of 

’000  lbs.  Province 

Bruce 

6,137 

7.4 

932 

1.5 

Dufferin 

1,522 

1.8 

— 

— 

Grey 

5,586 

6.7 

— 

— 

Simcoe 

3,673 

4.4 

— 

— 

Sub-total 

16,918 

20.4 

932 

1.5 

B — Highlands 

Muskoka 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Parry  Sound 

161 

0.2 

— 

— 

Sub-total 

161 

0.2 

— 

— 

TOTAL,  GEORGIAN  BAY 

17,079 

20.6 

932 

1.5 

Source:  Ontario  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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FARM  VALUE  OF  LIVESTOCK  ON  HAND  IN  THE  GEORGIAN  BAY  REGION  — JUNE  1,  1954 


O  u 


C/3 

W 

C/3 

o4 

O 

E 


3  O 

15  P 
>  «* 


6 

Z 


C/3 

CQ 


< 


H-l 


Q 

< 

Oh 

w 

« 

E 

C/3 


O  u 


>  «* 


6 


w 

£ 

C/3 


O  V 

a  a 

3’|S 


a  o 

3  o 

15  P 
>  **- 


o 

55 


o  V 

C  C 

8  ■§  ^ 
c  2 

£  * 


w 

F 

H 

< 

U 


3  o 

15  P 

>  CO- 


6 

Z 


Tt* 

CD 

in 

00 

CO 

in 

H 

in 

03 

CO 

rH 

in' 

CO 

TF 

o 

»-H 

i—l 

in 

rH 

i— i 

Cl 

rH 

o 

in 

00 

© 

CO 

in 

co 

r-H 

CO 

CO 

CO 

b- 

o 

oo 

in 

to 

cq 

00 

in 

rH 

cq 

cq 

tf 

cq" 

cq" 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

©^ 

co 

t> 

t> 

cq 

oo 

°v 

b- 

03 

co 

cq" 

aT 

co" 

in 

r-H 

cq" 

t>" 

cq 

cq 

t- 

o 

cq 

CO 

in 

CO 

CO 

03 

cq 

CO 

03 

in 

o 

cq 

o 

o 

o 

r-H 

cq 

b-  CD  rH  O 

^f 

O  r-H 

r-H 

in 

co  in  co  co 

in 

CM  IO 

cq 

cq  cq  oo  in 

oq_ 

cd 

r-H 

rH 

in 

o 

o 

o 

in 

o 

in 

in 

o 

^f 

03 

CD 

03 

co 

N 

CD 

co 

cq 

©^ 

co 

00 

03 

cq 

CD 

in 

cq. 

03 

rH 

cq" 

»" 

cq" 

rH 

cq" 

co" 

l>" 

r-H 

rH 

CO 

cq 

00 

00 

CO 

Cl 

00 

t- 

03 

rH 

co 

co 

in 

cq 

in 

in 

00 

rH 

o 

o 

o 

03 

i— 1 

CO 

03 

co 

co 

tf 

b- 

cq 

03 

CO 

CO 

rr 

co 

cq 

b- 

b- 

CD 

co 

rH 

rH 

CO 

CO 

#\ 

rH 

TF 

c\ 

CO 

CD 

co" 

00 

«\ 

rH 

rH 

rH 

cq 

r-H 

cq" 

rH 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

rH 

°q 

o 

Cl 

rH 

CO 

co 

TF 

cq" 

co" 

o" 

03" 

in" 

rH 

co" 

rH 

oo 

co 

03 

00 

03 

o 

cq 

CO 

o 

o 

CO 

rH 

tr¬ 

CO 

CO 

03 

CO 

in 

cq 

in 

ee 

o 

o 

o 

t> 

rH 

rH 

o 

b- 

00 

00 

CO 

rH 

CO 

b- 

o 

cq 

rH 

1> 

03 

rH 

rH 

CO 

^f 

CO 

o 

cq. 

CO 

o 

<D 

rH 

rH 

in 

03" 

rH 

o" 

in" 

co" 

rH 

cq" 

co" 

03" 

rH 

cq 

rH 

in 

in 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

© 

© 

o 

© 

o 

o 

CO 

in 

00 

b- 

tF 

cq 

cq 

CO 

cq 

co 

cq 

CO 

rH 

o" 

o" 

03" 

co" 

co" 

oo" 

03" 

b-" 

rH 

in 

CO 

CO 

Cl 

o 

rH 

cq 

CO 

rH 

rH 

rH 

in 

in 

I* 

PQ 


K 

Cl) 

•H 

o 

c 
■  .1 

£ 

o 

Si 

<0 

o 

fctJ 

>L 

03 

0 

03 

rH 

CQ 

1 

< 

Si 

CQ 

Q 

Si 

G 

o 

o 

o 

s 

•  fH 

CO 


[19] 


Source:  Ontario  Department  of  Agriculture. 


THE  GEORGIAN 


1 


C) 


To  Sudbury j( 
and  the  Wesf>{ 


(P 


Georgian  Bat 


[20] 


[21] 


—  «  o 

© 

05 

CO 

o 

«  3  § 

s"? 

CO 

CO 

00 

CO 

q 

H  >  ** 

Cd 

Id 

2 

^  £  • 

ID 

o 

in 

00 

C/3 

X 

2 

>5 

W  y  3 

o.  <  -a 

05 

05 

rH 

rH 

Tp 

< 

in 

►d 

(A 

o 

o 

o 

o 

© 

b 

s 

IO 

o 

o 

o 

rH 

h 

O 

00 

cq 

in 

©^ 

1 

< 

cq" 

cq" 

©" 

i—4 

Z 

—  «  O 

03 

H 

TP 

q> 

O 

5  2  © 

CO 

rH 

TP 

00 

HH 

O  cl  p 

O 

W 

H  >  ** 

w 

>< 

cq 

ti 

ci 

2 

u  £  • 

cq 

cq 

o 

2 

;j  3 

rH 

CO 

cq 

© 

>< 

hd 

> 

a  <  -a 

cq 

cq 

cq 

cq 

<! 

< 

V) 

o 

o 

o 

© 

PQ 

b 

0 

o 

o 

o 

o 

H 

00 

in 

o 

cq 

Z 

< 

HH 

o 

< 

r\ 

rH 

cq" 

r\ 

TP 

—  U 

in 

i> 

o 

l> 

Ch 

«  =  o 

CO 

rH 

l> 

o 

o  2  P 

in 

cq 

w 

H  >  ®9- 

o 

w 

ffi 

> 

Id 

hd 

0£ 

< 

Yield 

per 

Acre 

bu. 

00 

i> 

CO 

00 

cq 

C0 

oo 

TP 

CO 

t> 

cq 

CO 

H 

PQ 

t/5 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

Z 

HH 

u 

u 

< 

o 

n 

tP 

in 

r\ 

cq 

o 

r\ 

oq 

00 

00 

rH 

i— i 

C/D 

CO 

CO 

cq 

1  ° 

* 

Cl 

cq 

1 

cq 

1 

I  °. 

| 

1 

1 

1  CO 

1 

1 

rH 

© 

© 

© 

© 

in 

rH 

rH 

© 

in 

1 

in 

©" 

1 

©" 

i—4 

cq  tp 

© 

t> 

CO 

© 

rH 

r—4 

1 

©  © 

! 

1 

05  d 

1 

1 

rH  rH 

© 

©  © 

© 

© 

© 

©  © 

o 

© 

in 

i— (  cq 

© 

©_ 

oo" 

©" 

© 

CO  H 

TP 

© 

cq 

r— 1 

H 

TP 

© 

©_ 

rH 

hH 

i 

©  TP 

■ 

| 

1 

t>  cq 

1 

cq  cq 

© 

©  © 

© 

© 

© 

©  © 

© 

© 

© 

rH  © 

© 

© 

t>" 

© 

© 

Ph 

O 

—  «  o 

» 

© 

in 

TP 

TP 

TP 

© 

r- 

rH 

rt  3  o 

© 

rH 

© 

rH 

© 

in 

© 

rH 

cq 

Ph 

0  2  P 

© 

© 

© 

cq 

rH 

rH 

© 

in 

© 

u 

H  >  ^9- 

«v 

rH 

n 

rH 

cq" 

©" 

r\ 

© 

Q 

.j 

OATS 

2 
• — 

.  «  . 

h  fci  - 

Q  Cl  3 

^  o 

in 

00 

in 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

1 

© 

© 

© 

cq 

| 

1 

W 

>< 

<  •“ 

TP 

TP 

TP 

TP 

© 

© 

i— i 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

2 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

U 

V 

< 

© 

in 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

TP 

Q 

r\ 

© 

r\ 

rH 

r\ 

in 

in" 

r\ 

rH 

c\ 

in 

n 

TP 

r\ 

© 

r\ 

rH 

W 

in 

cq 

in 

i> 

© 

rH 

i—4 

cq 

H 

cq 

cq 

U 

—  «  o 

rH 

TP 

© 

i> 

© 

cq 

© 

i—4 

rH 

W 

-I 

w 

H 

< 

Id 

o  a  P 

H  >  ** 

cq 

© 

rH 

© 

© 

Ex-1 

K 

£ 

2 

2 

w  &  • 

4)  u  3 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

i> 

05 

1 

© 

© 

00 

!> 

l 

I 

o 

O 

2 

M 

>< 

-a 

cq 

© 

cq 

© 

cq 

© 

rH 

© 

© 

cq 

© 

rH 

© 

© 

© 

a 

o£ 

s 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

rH 

D 

Oh 

fa 

u 

oo 

rH 

in 

© 

t- 

TP 

TP 

cq 

< 

> 

C/3 

< 

rH 

cq" 

©" 

—  «  o 

CO 

in 

© 

© 

© 

© 

Tp 

in 

s 

5  30 

rH 

© 

TP 

cq 

© 

H 

0  2  P 

1> 

rH 

TP 

©„ 

cq 

cq 

PH 

< 

h  > 

rH 

© 

© 

< 

Cd 

s 

£ 

2 
2 
•  >4 

u  2  4 
a  S  _s 

© 

1> 

in 

© 

© 

TP 

cq 

© 

1 

© 

00 

© 

TP 

1 

1 

Q 

.  T 

a<  <j  -a 

© 

© 

© 

© 

cq 

© 

Z 

H 

idj 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

<J 

< 

3 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

b 

b 

n 

© 

© 

© 

TP^ 

03^ 

rH 

rH 

© 

w 

w 

< 

in 

TP 

© 

Tp" 

TP" 

r* 

in 

o 

rH 

rH 

Tp 

!> 

< 

w 

pp 

u 

r* 

T3 

< 

P3 

< 

4H 

o 

C3 

C 

P 

o 

o 

z 

< 

H* 

<33 

Cq 

| 

Bruce 

Dufferir 

Grey 

Simcoe 

4H 

1 

hO 

p 

© 

’tX) 

| 

Muskok 

CO 

h 

rt 

?H 

4^ 

i 

© 

© 

TOTAL, 

GEORG! 

< 

cq 

V 

u 

3 

*3 

_o 

"u 

tr. 

< 


a 

u 

B 


PS 

a 

.<5 

8.2 
in  u 
60-  PS 
4m 

C  B 
PS  O 

H 

©  u 

H  3 

5^ 


[22] 


ACREAGE  AND  FARM  VALUE  OF  SELECTED  FIELD  CROPS  IN  THE  GEORGIAN  BAY  REGION  —  1954 


I 


C/5 

z 

< 

w 

« 

>< 

o 

C/3 


>< 

eS 

Q 


C/3 

< 


bfi 

C 

• 

tsi 

3 

X 


u 

o 


£ 

Pi 

O 

(J 


5 

w 

X 

£ 

U6 

O 

a 


5  3  0 

o  13  P 

H  >  «*■ 


T3 

U 


>< 


s 

U 

o 


O  cl 

H  > 


S 

5 

< 


o 

H 


u 

< 


s 

u, 

U 

< 


CO 

CO 

oo 

00 

iH 

o 

co 

O 

ID 

| 

O 

00 

00 

CD 

1 

cq 

iH 

rH 

iH 

O 

o 

Q 

o 

o 

CD 

CD 

o 

o 

cq 

rH 

cq 

cq 

CO 

t> 

05 

t-H 

rH 

cq 

ID 

o 

ID 

ID 

c0 

f 

cq 

rH 

ID 

1 

rH 

rH 

rH 

iH 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

ID 

o 

ID 

Tt< 

r— ( 

t> 

co„ 

rH 

cq 

00 

rH 

TF 

ID 

1C 

CO 

cq 

rH 

rH 

rH 

o 

o 

t> 

1 

id 

CO 

CO 

co 

1 

ID 

ID 

ID 

ID 

O 

Q 

o 

o 

o 

ID 

© 

o 

o 

ID 

CD 

iH 

co 

rH 

Tt< 

CD 

00 

CO 

rH 

rH 

cq 

CO 

00 

05 

o 

o 

I 

00 

c4 

00 

03 

1 

iH 

rH 

iH 

rH 

o 

O 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

00 

ID 

q 

05 

iH 

iH 

00 

i 

rH 

l 

1 

l 

420 

cq 

cq 

iH 

CD 

00 

I 

I 

tF 

rH 

1 

1 

O 

o 

O 

ID 

ID 

o 

r\ 

rH 

^F 

119 

O 

00 

1 

i 

o 

o 

o 

1 

ID 

ID 

o 

1 

no 

rH 

rH 

cq 

CO 

00 

o 

cq 

I 

1 

ID 

1 

1 

cq 

iH 

o 

O 

o 

o 

ID 

ID 

o 

o 

rH 

cq 

rH 

id" 

co 

00 

ID 

ID 

rH 

rH 

05 

o 

iH 

cq 

O 

TF 

CO 

IO 

rH 

ID 

00 

o 

CD 

r\ 

TF 

0\ 

r\ 

o 

ID 

ft 

CO 

rH 

CO 

cq 

rH 

o 

rH 

ID 

© 

o 

| 

ID 

rH 

1 

1 

© 

o’ 

rH 

cq 

o' 

1 

1 

tF 

xr 

co 

CO 

o 

O 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

ft 

oo 

CO 

l> 

t> 

cq" 

cq" 

o" 

TF" 

rH 

cq" 

cq" 

o" 

00 

ID 

rH 

CO 

cq 

rH  CO 


I 


<i3 

-2 

PQ 


3 

•pH 


03 

M 

CD 

<d 

o 

O 

3 

1 

CD 

Jh 

o 

a 

W 

Q 

o 

•H 

CD 

C 

,o 

-si 

too 

£ 

I 

CQ 


T3 

3 

3 

4-> 

ctf 

O 

o 

34 

CD 

4-> 

1 

O 

34 

co 

b 

33 

3 

3 

B 

OJ 

Ph 

CD 

s 

>-• 

< 

PQ 

z 

< 

HH 

o 

PC 

o 

w 

o 

J 

c 

H 

O 

H 


[23] 


Source:  Ontario  Department  of  Agriculture. 


ACREAGE  AND  FARM  VALUE  OF  SELECTED  FIELD  CROPS  IN  THE  GEORGIAN  BAY  REGION  —  1954 


rJ 

< 

H 

O 

H 


«  o 

3  O 

rt  P 


C/J 

V 

u 

V 

< 


C/3 

w 

o 

H 

< 

Eh 

O 


““  w 

2  a 

0  (3 

H  > 


4) 

T3  U  . 
*«  Hi  3 

5  K  -fi 

y 

a 


V 

H 

U 

< 


—  u  o 

g£8 

Eh  >  ««■ 


< 

E 


V 

■D  O 


^  s 


co 

3 

O 


01 

U 

- 

u 

< 


S5 

es5 

O 

o 

C- 

w 

Q 

Q 

O 

fa 


-r  o  o 

3  3  0 

■r  ~  O 

O  3  j 

H  >  ^ 


-a  u 

"y  ■< 

•  N 

^  s 


co 

- 

U 

< 


C/3 

Eh 

O 

O 

CS 

c 

fa 

fa 

M 

b 


T3  U  . 
"«  <  3 

•H  O 

^  o 

a 


CA 

o 

- 

o 

< 


cq 

CO 

b- 

cq 

TP 

TP 

03 

CO 

b- 

cq 

rH 

CO 

TP 

oq 

t> 

o 

TP 

CO 

1C 

rH 

TP 

TP 

!> 

in 

03 

03 

TP 

cT 

rH 

no 

rH 

of 

t> 

rH 

rH 

CO 

CO 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

© 

CO 

rH 

in 

in 

i> 

rH 

CO 

TP 

C3„ 

o 

CO 

CO 

03 

CD 

TP„ 

<o 

©_ 

rH 

t> 

in 

in 

Oi 

of 

oo" 

rH 

rH 

o 

TP 

TP 

CO 

oq 

in 

00 

in 

CO 

rH 

CO 

CO 

rH 

rH 

rH 

oo 

in 

TP 

in 

oq 

b- 

CO 

o 

cq 

rH 

o 

in 

o 

00 

TP 

o 

in 

co 

rH 

CO 

oq 

oq 

rH 

TP 

TP 

© 

rH 

of 

cf 

i-H 

00 

CO 

CO 

o 

CO 

oq' 

oq 

in 

rH 

1 

cd 

in 

1 

1 

rH 

in 

oq 

03 

i 

TP 

03 

1 

i 

rH 

oq 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

© 

o 

o 

in 

o 

in 

o 

o 

c 

in 

t> 

O] 

CO 

03 

rH 

oq 

cq 

TP„ 

in 

of 

rH 

Tp" 

Oi 

rH 

1—T 

©" 

rH 

oo 

b- 

CO 

l> 

in 

CO 

b- 

CO 

00 

b- 

03 

in 

TP 

b- 

00 

oo 

TP 

CD 

co 

03 

oq 

Tp 

00 

co 

© 

of 

rH 

co" 

of 

<d 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

o 

03 

CO 

o 

rH 

o 

rH 

rH 

1 

rH 

03 

1 

oq 

oi 

oq 

oq 

1 

oq 

rH 

1 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

© 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

© 

o 

o 

o 

o 

C3 

TP 

o 

Tp 

TP 

in 

cf 

©" 

CO 

oo" 

in 

03" 

TP" 

cq" 

oq 

CD 

t> 

oq 

b- 

rH 

CO 

in 

co 

rH 

rH 

rH 

TP 

in 

03 

o 

TP 

o 

o 

CO 

co 

© 

rH 

CO 

CD 

CO 

in 

rH 

rH 

cq 

b- 

oq 

oq 

oq 

i> 

t> 

i— i 

CO 

o 

o 

CO 

o 

in 

CO 

rH 

CO 

1 

CO 

o 

1 

1 

GO 

03 

© 

03 

1 

00 

03 

1 

1 

rH 

O 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

© 

© 

o 

in 

o 

o 

in 

o 

o 

o 

in 

CO 

©^ 

CO 

rH 

b~ 

C0 

Tp 

b- 

TP 

©" 

rH 

ceT 

CO 

Oi 

©" 

rH 

cq 

!> 

o 

CO 

in 

00 

in 

in 

o 

co 

TP 

oq 

CD 

00 

rH 

rH 

cq 

CO 

rH 

CO 

CO 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

03 

03 

in 

03 

1 

b-' 

00 

1 

1 

CO 

oo 

CO 

TP 

1 

03 

in 

1 

1 

TP 

C0 

TP 

TP 

CO 

CO 

o 

o 

o 

O 

o 

o 

o 

© 

© 

o 

in 

in 

in 

in 

CO 

o 

CO 

00 

C2 

rH 

TP 

in 

rH 

rH 

rH 

cq 

rH 

of 

cf 

•*fa> 


"HO 

a 

< 


<D 

"C 

<0 

o 

o 

O 

3 

d 

<V 
*  . 

o 

£ 

l— * 

a 

Q 

o 

cn 

rO 

3 

3 

*e3 

— ■ 

O 

o 

CO 

4-> 

o 

fa* 

Vi 

rQ 

3 

3 

C 

CO 

s 

a 

>* 

< 

a 


n 

< 

H 

O 

H 


Z 

< 

M 

o 

a 

o 

w 

o 


[24] 


Source:  Ontario  Department  of  Agriculture. 


FARM  VALUE  OF  POULTRY  IN  THE  GEORGIAN  BAY  REGION  —  1954 


C  10 

E  2 

rt  «8 

fa  > 


&9- 


O 

*3 

o 

H 


£ 

w 

”3 

o 

Ph 

o 


fa  > 


V 

(O 

U 


lo 


© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

o 

© 

© 

© 

cq 

Cl 

co" 

©" 

©" 

1>" 

tO 

© 

CO 

oo 

to 

© 

» 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

to 

t> 

© 

00 

CD" 

©" 

CD 

CO 

Cl 

rH 

© 

to 

© 

CO 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

rH 

CO 

to 

© 

oo" 

CD 

CO 

rH 

rH 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

w 

©^ 

Cl 

CO 

CO 

co" 

»> 

© 

©  © 

© 

© 

© 

©  © 

o 

© 

to 

©,  cq 

w 

© 

©" 

rH  i— 1 

co" 

© 

t'—  rH 

00 

©^ 

cq 

Cl 

© 

co" 

co" 

© 

©  © 

© 

© 

© 

©  © 

© 

© 

co  co 

©. 

00 

t>" 

to"  oo" 

CO 

rH 

t> 

to  co 

Cl 

© 

00 

f-H 

Cl 

rH 

cf 

co" 

© 

©  © 

© 

© 

© 

©  © 

© 

© 

TP 

©  I> 

CO 

© 

cf 

rH 

cf 

to" 

© 

©  © 

© 

© 

© 

©  © 

© 

© 

to 

^  co 

cq 

rH 

rH 

cf 

cq 

cq 

© 

© 

© 

© 

fi  U 

© 

© 

© 

© 

F  3 

CO 

©^ 

°l 

10 

c3  el  ^ 

fa  > 

5? 

H 

co" 

co" 

© 

©  © 

© 

© 

© 

©  © 

© 

© 

©^ 

Cl  TP 

CO 

cq 

CO 

co" 

rH 

»— i 

»*<  (fl 

O 

.  o 
O  3 

£  Q 


C3  C3 

fa  > 


09- 


© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

r\ 

co 

© 

rH 

rv 

CO 

© 

r\ 

cq 

oo 

©" 

rH 

cq 

co 

Tt< 

r\ 

t-H 

rH 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

o 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

t- 

cq 

to 

©^ 

to 

rH 

© 

© 

to 

©" 

co" 

to" 

r—T 

©" 

t>" 

cf 

©" 

©" 

rH 

cq 

to 

© 

rH 

© 

i— i 

rH 

cq 

CO 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

o 

© 

© 

© 

W 

Hi 

© 

© 

co 

H 

3 

t>" 

rH 

©" 

t>" 

CO 

H 

CO 

©  © 

o  o 

r\  n 

CO  r-H 


© 

© 


© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

a  w 

£  3 

oo 

00 

co 

t- 

CO 

r\ 

r\ 

ft 

© 

© 

CO 

00 

to 

w  r  f  a. 

rt  el  ^ 

cq 

00 

rH 

© 

> 

t> 

to 

00 

CO 

oo 

cf 

<3  co 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

G  v* 

dj  *7* 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

X  -J 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

r\ 

r\ 

ft 

ft 

•S  o 

rH 

© 

© 

© 

© 

cq 

rH 

© 

CO 

•  T3 

o  C 
£  « 

to 

© 

CO 

cf 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

r- 

co 

co 

© 

r\ 

r\ 

ft 

ft 

CO 

© 

© 

to 

CO 

©  . 

cq 

cq 

© 

r\ 

CO 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

r\ 

r\ 

r\ 

ft 

rH 

CO 

1> 

CO 

1C 

co 

rH 

© 

rH 

cq 

© 

cq" 

K 

»K» 

Q 

3 

•  i-H 

<D 

•— 

<D 

3 

CQ 

O 

3 

H 

to 

3 

1 

< 

CQ 

Q 

<L> 

a 

~ -> 

o 

i 

o 

rQ 

o 

3 

CD 

3 

CO 

H 

o 

H 
•  H 

CO 

TS 

3 

3 

"c3 

3 

53 

a 

o 

o 

CO 

4-» 

-3 

o 

r> 

tuo 

•ft— 

co 

b 

r  ■  ■ 

3 

S3 

| 

3 

s 

Ph 

CO 

CQ 

< 

pq 

£ 

c 

HH 

o 

Pi 

o 

w 

o 

#\ 

hJ 

< 

H 

O 

H 


[25] 


Source:  Ontario  Department  of  Agriculture. 


PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  POULTRY  IN  THE  GEORGIAN  BAY  REGION  —  1954 
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Source:  Ontario  Department  of  Agriculture. 


Manufacturing 

The  Georgian  Bay  Region  has  many  of  the  prerequisites  usually 
associated  with  the  development  of  manufacturing  industries.  Its  central 
location,  both  in  relation  to  Canada  as  a  whole  and  to  the  rest  of  Ontario, 
coupled  with  the  existence  of  excellent  transportation  facilities  connecting 
it  with  these  areas,  facilitates  the  marketing  of  produce  and  provides  ready 
access  to  a  variety  of  raw  materials  and  fuels.  Adequate  supplies  of  electric 
power  are  available  throughout  the  Region  as  a  result  of  the  complete 
integration  of  the  resources  of  the  Hydro-Electric  Power  Commission  of 
Ontario. 

Approximately  one-fifth  of  the  labour  force  of  the  Georgian  Bay  Region 
is  employed  in  manufacturing.  The  proportion  varies  from  23.2  percent  in 
Grey  County  to  9.1  percent  in  Dufferin,  and  compares  with  a  figure  of  33 
percent  in  the  Province  as  a  whole.  Manufacturing  employees  constitute 
36.5  percent  of  the  labour  force  in  both  Owen  Sound  and  Orillia  and  18.9 
percent  in  Barrie.  Classified  by  occupation  groups,  Owen  Sound,  Orillia 
and  Barrie  have  26.8  percent,  22.1  percent  and  15.2  percent,  respectively, 
of  their  labour  forces  engaged  in  the  manufacturing  and  mechanical 
occupations.  Hanover  has  the  largest  proportion  of  its  labour  force  engaged 
in  these  occupations— 41.7  percent,  and  Parry  Sound  the  smallest— 12.3 
percent. 

The  manufacture  of  foods  and  beverages  is  the  most  important  manu¬ 
facturing  industry  in  the  Georgian  Bay  Region.  From  it  is  derived  one- 
quarter  of  the  total  regional  value  of  factory  shipments  ($36  million  in 
1952).  More  than  one-half  of  this  is  produced  in  Simcoe  County  (52.1 
percent)  and  about  one-fifth  in  each  of  Grey  and  Bruce  Counties  (22.2 
and  18.2  percent,  respectively).  This  industry  is  relatively  of  greatest 
importance  to  Dufferin  County  for  there  it  provides  three-quarters  of  the 
value  of  the  county’s  factory  shipments.  The  corresponding  proportions 
are  38.0  percent  in  Bruce,  30.0  in  Simcoe  and  22.2  in  Grey  Counties. 

Collingwood  has  a  large  cannery,  producing  such  items  as  canned 
fruits  and  vegetables,  jams,  jellies  and  marmalades,  tomato  juice  and  pie 
filling.  Stayner  and  Thornbury  also  have  one  plant  each,  making  apple  juice 
or  cider  and  cider  vinegar.  In  1953,  there  were  three  slaughtering  and  meat 
packing  plants,  two  in  Owen  Sound  and  one  in  Barrie. 

Many  centres  have  their  own  creamery  and  bakery  and  cold  storage 
facilities.  A  large  storage  plant  is  located  in  Bradford,  a  frosted  foods  plant 
in  Wiarton  and  a  freezing  locker  plant  in  Orangeville. 

Closely  connected  with  this  industry  are  the  grain  elevators.  There 
are  seven  of  these,  four  in  Midland  and  one  each  in  Collingwood,  Owen 
Sound  and  Port  McNicoll.  More  wheat  is  unloaded  at  Midland  than  at 
any  other  port  in  Canada— 51.8  million  bushels  in  the  crop  year  1952-53.  A 
small  flour  milling  industry  has  also  grown  up  with  two  firms  in  each  of 
Simcoe  and  Bruce  and  one  in  Grey  in  1954. 
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The  next  most  important  manufacturing  industry  in  the  Georgian  Bay 
Region  is  the  production  of  wood  products.  The  entire  area  around 
Georgian  Bay  was  once  well-wooded,  the  counties  especially  being  rich  in 
hardwoods  such  as  sugar  maple  and  beech  and  white  and  red  oak.  Farther 
north,  the  white  pine  reached  the  peak  of  development  and  the  area  was 
early  cut  over  by  lumbering  companies.  There  is  now  much  second  growth 
pine,  but  in  general  the  forest  is  a  mixture  of  hard  and  soft  woods.  In  1952, 
the  most  recent  information  available,  factory  shipments  to  a  value  of 
$31.6  million  or  22.8  percent  of  the  Regional  total  were  derived  from  this 
category.  Almost  one-half  of  the  value  of  factory  shipments  in  Bruce 
County  (43.5  percent)  is  derived  from  wood  products.  The  comparable 
proportions  were  36.8,  36.4  and  31.6  in  the  Districts  of  Parry  Sound  and 
Muskoka  and  Grey  County. 

Furniture  is  the  most  important  part  of  the  wood  products  group.  In 
the  early  days,  furniture  was  made  by  hand  craftsmen  out  of  native  wood. 
To-day,  many  machines  are  used  and  much  of  the  wood  is  imported.  This 
industry  is  carried  on  in  16  centres  and  in  all  parts  of  the  Region  except 
Dufferin  County. 

In  1953,  Grey  County  had  the  largest  number  of  firms  engaged  in 
this  industry,  followed  by  Bruce,  Simcoe  and  the  districts  of  Parry  Sound 
and  Muskoka.  Hanover  and  Owen  Sound  in  Grey  County,  with  eight  and 
six  firms,  respectively,  had  the  largest  numbers.  Southampton  and  Chesley 
in  Bruce  County  and  Collingwood  in  Simcoe  County  had  three  each. 

Other  wood-using  industries  are  even  more  widely  dispersed  as  they 
occur  in  about  35  centres  of  all  sizes  and  in  all  counties  and  districts  of  the 
Region.  Most  centres  have  planing  mills  and  sash  and  door  factories  to  meet 
local  building  needs.  Simcoe  County  has  the  largest  number,  followed  by 
Muskoka  District,  Grey  and  Bruce  Counties,  Parry  Sound  District  and 
Dufferin  County.  Logging  and  saw  milling  are  carried  on  in  the  Districts  of 
Muskoka  and  Parry  Sound. 

The  manufacture  of  transportation  equipment  is  the  next  industry  in 
order  of  importance  in  the  Georgian  Bay  Region.  In  1952,  12.6  percent  of 
the  total  value  of  factory  shipments  was  derived  from  this  industry  which  is 
located  primarily  in  Simcoe  County  and  to  a  lesser  extent  in  Grey  and  the 
District  of  Muskoka.  Shipbuilding  is  outstanding  in  this  category,  with 
two  firms  in  Midland  and  one  in  Collingwood.  The  excellent  harbours  of 
these  two  centres  were  important  in  determining  the  location  of  the  industry 
and  many  boats  were  built  there  during  World  War  II.  Construction  of 
ships  tends  to  be  seasonal  but  repair  work  is  carried  on  in  the  winter 
season.  Smaller  craft  are  built  in  inland  centres  such  as  Gravenhurst, 
Orillia,  Bracebridge,  etc. 

Other  types  of  transportation  equipment  are  also  manufactured  in  the 
Region,  for  example,  baby  carriages  and  juvenile  vehicles  in  Orillia,  and 
wheel  barrows  and  concrete  carts  in  Meaford. 
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Iron  and  steel  products,  which  accounted  for  11.4  percent  of  the 
regional  value  of  factory  shipments,  are  concentrated  in  Simcoe  and  Grey 
Counties.  These  counties  were  responsible  for  58.9  and  38.3  percent  of  the 
value  of  factory  shipments  in  the  industry.  In  1953,  there  were  two  steel 
furnaces  in  Orillia  and  one  in  Owen  Sound.  Simcoe  County  leads  in  the 
number  of  machinery  manufacturers  with  four  situated  in  Orillia.  Agricul¬ 
tural  implements  are  made  both  in  Simcoe  and  Bruce  Counties. 

The  leather  products  industry,  including  the  manufacture  of  leather 
footwear,  is  located  primarily  in  Simcoe  County.  There  are  tanneries, 
however,  in  Muskoka  District  and  Grey  and  Simcoe  Counties. 

Textile  products  and  clothing  together  make  up  4.1  percent  of  the 
regional  value  of  factory  shipments.  This  industry  is  concentrated  in  Grey 
and  Simcoe  Counties  where  there  are  knitting  and  spinning  mills,  textile, 
lingerie  and  hosiery  mills.  There  is  also  a  fur  processing  plant  at  Victoria 
Harbour. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  over  50  new  companies  have  located  in  the 
Georgian  Bay  Region  since  1946.  These  concerns  manufacture  a  wide 
variety  of  products  including  optical  instruments  and  cameras,  textiles, 
hosiery,  clothing,  blankets,  radio  and  television  components,  aircraft  com¬ 
ponents,  rubber  automotive  parts,  heating  equipment,  furniture  and  wood 
products,  steel  rules  and  pottery. 

Many  established  firms  have  also  carried  out  extensive  alterations  and 
additions,  thus  increasing  their  productive  capacity. 


Manufacturing  in  the  Leading  Centres 

Owen  Sound  in  Grey  County  recorded  factory  shipments  valued  at 
$19.3  million  in  1952,  the  highest  in  the  Region  and  an  increase  over  1946 
of  54.5  percent.  During  this  same  period,  the  number  of  employees  declined 
by  16.5  percent  to  2,656.  One  of  the  largest  manufacturers  in  this  city, 
a  steel  foundry  and  engineering  works,  had  about  400  employees  in 
December,  1954.  This  company  has  two  steel  furnaces  with  a  total  annual 
capacity  of  10,400  tons.  There  are  also  eight  firms  manufacturing  iron  and 
steel  products,  including  machinery.  One  of  the  largest  of  these  manu¬ 
factures  steelcraft  and  diesel  engines,  with  about  260  employees.  Two  of 
these  companies  have  come  to  the  city  since  1946.  Furniture  and  wood 
products  are  also  important  in  Owen  Sound  with  about  16  firms  in  this 
category.  The  cabinet  division  of  a  well-known  electronics  manufacturer 
expanded  its  plant  during  1954  and  over  300  persons  were  employed  there 
at  the  end  of  that  year.  This  company  and  three  others  making  furniture 
and  wood  products  have  located  in  the  city  since  the  end  of  World  War  II. 
Pleasure  boats  are  also  built  in  Owen  Sound. 

There  is  one  grain  elevator,  the  Great  Lakes  Elevator  Company  Limi¬ 
ted,  with  a  capacity  of  four  million  bushels  located  in  the  city.  During  the 
crop  year  1952-53,  over  12  million  bushels  of  Canadian  wheat  were 
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received  by  this  elevator.  There  are  three  feed  mills  in  Owen  Sound  and 
two  slaughtering  and  meat  packing  plants  as  well  as  half  a  dozen  plants 
making  textiles  and  furs.  One,  a  hosiery  manufacturer,  was  established 
since  1946.  Building  materials  and  plastic  and  electric  products  are  produced 
in  this  city.  There  are  also  two  publishers  and  one  tannery. 

Midland,  with  factory  shipments  in  1952  valued  at  $16  million  and 
1,308  employees,  experienced  greater  increases  in  both  categories  since 
1946—195.6  and  85.3  percent,  respectively— than  any  of  the  other  centres 
in  the  Region.  Probably  the  most  important  single  industry  involves  the 
building  of  commercial  or  naval  ships.  Midland  Shipyards  Company  Limited 
has  employed  as  many  as  700  persons  in  the  building  of  dry  cargo  carriers. 

There  are  also  four  grain  elevators  in  Midland  with  a  total  capacity  of 
12.8  million  bushels.  In  the  crop  year  1952-53,  51.8  million  bushels  of  wheat 
were  unloaded  here— more  than  at  any  other  centre  in  Canada.  There  is 
also  a  flour  mill  located  in  the  town  with  about  75  employees  in  1953. 

A  footwear  manufacturing  company  underwent  expansion  in  1953  and 
employed  approximately  90  persons.  An  optical  company  manufactures 
lenses,  and  a  new  firm,  which  was  established  in  Midland  in  1952,  and  has 
since  expanded,  manufactures  cameras  and  optical  instruments.  There  are 
also  a  number  of  companies  making  textiles,  furs,  wood  products,  small 
boats  and  lumber. 

Orillia  had  55  manufacturing  establishments  in  1952,  more  than  any 
other  centre  in  the  Region.  At  that  time  there  were  2,149  employees  and  the 
value  of  factory  shipments  reached  $14.9  million,  representing  increases 
since  1946  of  9.3  and  81.9  percent,  respectively.  The  manufacture  of  iron 
and  steel  and  their  products  predominates  in  this  centre.  There  are  two 
steel  mills  located  here:  one  employing  about  200  persons  and  another 
with  about  45  workers.  The  largest  employer  with  approximately  380 
employees  in  1954,  manufactures  machinery,  particularly  for  mining.  There 
are  three  other  small  machine  plants  in  the  town.  One  firm,  with  about 
230  employees,  makes  agricultural  implements  and  mining  supplies. 

Children’s  vehicles  are  made  by  two  firms,  one  employing  about  185 
persons  and  the  other  about  40  workers. 

Wood  products  are  also  important  in  Orillia.  Hardwood  flooring,  sashes, 
door  and  mill  supplies,  dowels,  handles  and  turnings,  and  wood  components 
for  boats  are  examples.  Two  companies  manufacture  small  pleasure  boats 
and  one  makes  up  boat  kits. 

Air  conditioning  systems,  neon  signs,  clothing,  porcelain  and  metal 
products,  textiles,  etc.  are  also  made  in  Orillia. 

The  value  of  factory  shipments  in  Barrie  valued  at  $13.6  million  in 
1952,  increased  by  95.6  percent  during  the  postwar  period.  Employees  in 
the  manufacturing  industries  of  the  town  increased  by  8.1  percent  over  the 
same  period.  The  Canadian  National  Railways  is  one  of  the  largest 
employers  in  this  centre,  with  460  employees  early  in  1953.  A  well-known 


[30] 


electrical  firm  is  the  largest  manufacturing  concern  here.  It  has  been 
steadily  expanding  facilities  and  in  1954  employed  approximately  435 
persons.  A  manufacturer  of  compressors  and  spray  paint  equipment,  had 
125  employees  the  same  year.  There  are  two  tanneries  and  one  shoe 
manufacturer  in  Barrie.  Tires  and  tubes,  wood  products,  cosmetics,  sporting 
goods  and  metal  rules  and  precision  instruments  are  also  made  here.  In 
addition,  there  is  a  meat  packing  plant,  with  about  135  employees. 

Barrie  has  expanded  rapidly  since  World  War  II  with  12  of  its  present 
19  manufacturing  plants  being  established  since  1946.  Nearly  two-thirds 
of  all  employees  engaged  in  manufacturing  in  1954,  were  employed  by  the 
new  companies. 

Collingwood’s  value  of  factory  shipments  of  $10.5  million  in  1952, 
represented  an  increase  of  182.3  percent  over  1946.  The  increase  in  the 
number  of  employees  amounted  to  33.7  percent  over  the  same  period. 
Collingwood  Shipyards  Limited,  making  commercial  and  naval  vessels,  is 
the  largest  industry  in  Collingwood,  employing  as  many  as  900  persons 
in  peak  periods.  The  Collingwood  Terminals  Limited,  with  an  annual 
capacity  of  two  million  bushels,  handled  more  than  10.8  million  bushels  of 
Canadian  wheat  during  the  crop  year  1952-53.  All  of  this  arrived  at  the 
elevator  by  ship.  A  small  amount  of  United  States  grain  was  also  handled. 

Smart  Brothers  Limited  with  175  employees  in  1954  produce  canned 
fruits  and  vegetables,  jams,  jellies  and  marmalades,  tomato  juice  and  fruits 
for  re-processing.  There  is  also  a  flour  milling  company  and  a  cold  storage 
plant  in  Collingwood.  In  1954,  there  were  three  furniture  manufacturers 
and  six  wood  products  plants.  A  new  plant,  with  an  estimated  25  employees, 
was  established  in  1954  to  produce  radio  and  television  components.  There 
is  also  a  new  textile  firm  manufacturing  overalls  and  work  shirts.  It  is  one 
of  the  largest  companies  in  Collingwood,  with  137  employees. 

The  predominant  industry  in  Hanover  is  the  manufacture  of  furniture. 
The  value  of  factory  shipments  for  this  centre  in  1952— $7.1  million— was 
45.4  percent  higher  than  in  1946.  There  are  also  two  knitting  mills,  a 
hosiery  manufacturer,  a  wood  products  plant  and  a  flour  mill  in  Hanover. 

Four  centres  as  widely  separated  as  Huntsville  to  the  northeast  and 
Southampton  to  the  southwest,  had  values  of  factory  shipments  in  1952 
ranging  from  $2.5  million  in  Southampton  in  Bruce  County  to  $4.3  million 
in  Huntsville,  District  of  Muskoka.  Employment  varied  from  335  in  South¬ 
ampton  to  447  in  Meaford.  Wood  is  an  important  raw  material  used  in 
industries  in  all  these  centres.  Huntsville,  for  example,  has  a  lumber 
company  with  125  employees  and  two  planing  mills.  In  Meaford,  two 
companies  make  hardwood  flooring,  three  build  furniture  and  one  manu¬ 
factures  boats.  Penetanguishene  produces  boats  and  wooden  boxes  and 
has  a  planing  mill.  The  manufacture  of  furniture  predominates  in  South¬ 
ampton,  one  company  having  over  100  employees.  Plywoods  and  other 
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wood  products  are  also  produced  there.  A  large  leather  manufacturing  firm 
with  about  200  employees,  is  situated  in  Huntsville.  A  firm  making  cabinet 
hardware  is  the  largest  manufacturing  industry  in  Meaford  with  about 
125  employees.  A  textile  company,  with  75  employees,  makes  woollen 
blankets  and  cloth;  and  a  small  number  of  persons  is  employed  in  the 
production  of  machinery  and  steel  tanks.  Women’s  shoes  and  stoves  are 
made  in  Penetanguishene. 


In  Walkerton,  Kincardine,  Gravenhurst,  Lucknow  and  Orangeville, 
the  value  of  factory  shipments  was  between  $2.4  million  and  $1.3  million. 
Industry  in  Walkerton  tends  to  be  quite  diversified.  A  manufacturer  of 
carbon  and  graphite  products  and  a  meat-packing  plant  are  located  there. 
There  is  also  a  spool  and  bobbin  company  and  a  sash  and  door  mill. 
Furniture,  metal  stampings  and  clothing  are  other  products.  Furniture  and 
textiles  are  important  manufacturing  industries  in  Kincardine.  A  new  plant 
was  established  there  in  1954  for  the  manufacture  of  rubber  automotive 
parts.  The  largest  manufacturer  in  Gravenhurst  makes  brushes  of  all  kinds, 
with  between  175  and  200  employees.  Also  important  is  a  wood  manu¬ 
facturing  firm  with  75  to  100  employees.  Beverages,  boats  and  paper  boxes 
are  also  made  there.  A  lumber  mill  and  a  C.N.R.  roundhouse  are  located 
in  Gravenhurst.  A  milling  company  is  located  in  Lucknow.  Orangeville  has 
a  knitting  company,  a  sash  and  door  mill  and  a  freezing  locker  plant.  A 
recent  report  indicates  that  a  new  plant  will  be  established  soon  to 
manufacture  wire  products. 


The  value  of  factory  shipments  in  Port  Elgin,  Mildmay,  and  Durham 
was  between  $1.0  million  and  $1.1  million  in  1952.  Mildmay  showed  an 
increase  of  102.5  percent  since  1946  in  value  and  25.0  percent  in  employ¬ 
ment.  Port  Elgin  increased  4.8  and  decreased  18.6  percent  while  Durham 
showed  decreases  both  in  value  of  factory  shipments  (26.8  percent)  and 
employment  (47.2  percent).  Brooms  and  brushes  are  made  in  Port  Elgin, 
agricultural  implements  in  Mildmay  and  furniture  in  Durham. 


Both  the  C.N.R.  and  C.P.R.  have  round  houses  in  Parry  Sound  and 
employ  many  more  persons  than  any  other  industry.  There  is  a  small 
furniture  plant  and  two  sash,  door  and  planing  mills.  Explosives  are 
produced  in  Nobel  which  is  about  six  miles  from  Parry  Sound. 
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VALUE  OF  FACTORY  SHIPMENTS  BY  MAJOR  INDUSTRIAL  GROUPS  IN  THE 

GEORGIAN  BAY  REGION  —  1952 
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Source:  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics;  Manufacturing  Statistics,  1952. 


MANUFACTURING  STATISTICS  —  1946  and  1952 
Selected  Centres  in  the  Georgian  Bay  Region 


Employees  Value  of  Production* 


Centres 

1946 

1952 

Increase 

1952/1946 

1946 

1952 

Increase 

1952/1946 

Owen  Sound 

3,180 

2,656 

% 

—  16.5 

$’000 

12,512 

$’000 

19,328 

% 

54.5 

Midland 

706 

1,308 

85.3 

5,422 

16,030 

195.6 

Orillia 

1,967 

2,149 

9.3 

8,173 

14,867 

81.9 

Barrie 

798 

863 

8.1 

6,946 

13,583 

95.6 

Collingwood 

963 

1,288 

33.7 

3,706 

10,463 

182.3 

Hanover 

1,045 

985 

—  5.7 

4,906 

7,134 

45.4 

Huntsville 

467 

384 

—  17.8 

4,786 

4,329 

—  9.5 

Meaford 

389 

447 

14.9 

1,773 

3,659 

106.4 

Penetanguishene 

478 

415 

—  13.2 

1,491 

2,706 

81.5 

Southampton 

305 

335 

9.8 

1,484 

2,521 

69.9 

Walkerton 

491 

402 

—  18.1 

1,950 

2,411 

23.6 

Kincardine 

514 

402 

—  21.8 

2,404 

2,308 

—  4.0 

Gravenhurst 

427 

252 

—  41.0 

2,076 

1,916 

—  7.7 

Lucknow 

145 

48 

—  66.9 

1,243 

1,429 

15.0 

Orangeville 

244 

131 

—  46.3 

1,812 

1,341 

—  26.0 

Port  Elgin 

226 

184 

—  18.6 

1,049 

1,099 

4.8 

Mildmay 

80 

100 

25.0 

530 

1,073 

102.5 

Durham 

309 

163 

—  47.2 

1,397 

1,022 

—  26.8 

*Value  of  factory  shipments  used  in  1952. 

Source:  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Ottawa. 

PRINCIPAL 

MANUFACTURING 

STATISTICS  — 

1952 

Selected  Centres  in 

the  Georgian  Bay  Region 

Establish- 

Cost  of  Fuel 

Cost  of 

Value  of  Fac- 

Centres 

ments 

Employees 

Earnings 

&  Electricity 

Materials 

tory  Shipments 

No. 

No. 

$’000 

$’000 

$’000 

$’000 

Owen  Sound 

50 

2,656 

6,895 

305 

6,836 

19,328 

Midland 

23 

1,308 

3,496 

106 

10,528 

16,030 

Orillia 

55 

2,149 

5,761 

377 

6,256 

14,867 

Barrie 

28 

863 

2,167 

165 

7,882 

13,583 

Collingwood 

20 

1,288 

3,638 

139 

5,438 

10,463 

Hanover 

24 

985 

2,377 

104 

3,633 

7,134 

Huntsville 

17 

384 

881 

66 

2,431 

4.329 

Meaford 

17 

447 

935 

87 

2,093 

3,659 

Penetanguishene 

11 

415 

879 

50 

1,329 

2,706 

Southampton 

8 

335 

825 

25 

1,319 

2,521 

Walkerton 

15 

402 

923 

41 

1,164 

2,411 

Kincardine 

14 

402 

786 

50 

1,213 

2,308 

Gravenhurst 

8 

252 

578 

17 

790 

1,916 

Lucknow 

8 

48 

90 

11 

1,111 

1,429 

Orangeville 

12 

131 

256 

27 

880 

1,341 

Port  Elgin 

7 

184 

355 

18 

579 

1,099 

Mildmay 

11 

100 

170 

18 

671 

1,073 

Durham 

12 

163 

365 

48 

532 

1,022 

Source:  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics 

,  Ottawa. 
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PRINCIPAL  MANUFACTURING  STATISTICS  —  1946 
Selected  Centres  in  the  Georgian  Bay  Region 


Centres 

Establish¬ 

ments 

Employees 

Earnings 

Cost  of  Fuel 
&  Electricity 

Cost  of 
Materials 

Gross  Value  of 
Production 

No. 

No. 

$’000 

$’000 

$’000 

$’000 

Owen  Sound 

47 

3,180 

4,673 

254 

5,235 

12,512 

Midland 

19 

706 

1,084 

60 

2,829 

5,422 

Orillia 

38 

1,967 

2,729 

169 

3,061 

8,173 

Barrie 

20 

798 

1,110 

86 

4,881 

6,946 

Collingwood 

20 

963 

1,524 

65 

1,693 

3,706 

Hanover 

16 

1,045 

1,371 

48 

2,442 

4,906 

Huntsville 

17 

467 

665 

53 

3,025 

4,786 

Meaford 

18 

389 

487 

37 

935 

1,773 

Penetanguishene 

12 

478 

624 

30 

526 

1,491 

Southampton 

5 

305 

507 

20 

638 

1,484 

Walkerton 

16 

491 

622 

24 

901 

1,950 

Kincardine 

14 

514 

614 

41 

1,142 

2,404 

Gravenhurst 

8 

427 

568 

16 

1,028 

2,076 

Lucknow 

10 

145 

172 

25 

947 

1,243 

Orangeville 

14 

244 

296 

24 

1,106 

1,812 

Port  Elgin 

7 

226 

.383 

11 

534 

1,049 

Mildmay 

6 

80 

100 

5 

372 

530 

Durham 

16 

309 

409 

40 

742 

1,397 

Source:  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Ottawa. 


PRINCIPAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  MANUFACTURING  INDUSTRIES  IN  THE 

GEORGIAN  BAY  REGION  —  1946 


A — Blue  Water 

Establish¬ 

ments 

No. 

Em¬ 

ployees 

No. 

Salaries 
&  Wages 
$ 

Cost  of  Fuel 
&  Electricity 
$ 

Cost  of 
Materials 
$ 

Gross  Value  of 
Production 
$ 

Bruce 

150 

2,509 

3,294,450 

217,334 

8,250,930 

14,184,591 

Dufferin 

31 

300 

347,652 

36,190 

1,697,359 

2,535,153 

Grey 

192 

5,335 

7,319,488 

417,450 

12,327,618 

24,482,181 

Simcoe 

197 

5,316 

7,460,644 

464,306 

15,356,902 

28,936,136 

Sub-total 

570 

13,460 

18,422,234 

1,135,280 

37,632,809 

70,138,061 

B — Highlands 

Muskoka 

67 

1,262 

1,646,168 

98,125 

4,687,805 

8,157,881 

Parry  Sound 

76 

873 

1,174,189 

100,081 

2,885,282 

5,979,848 

Sub-total 

143 

2,135 

2,820,357 

198,206 

7,573,087 

14,137,729 

TOTAL, 

GEORGIAN  BAY 

713 

15,595  21,242,591  1,333,486  45,205,896  84,275,790 

Source:  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Ottawa. 
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PRINCIPAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  MANUFACTURING  INDUSTRIES  IN  THE 


GEORGIAN  BAY  REGION 

—  1952 

A — Blue  Water 

Establish¬ 

ments 

No. 

Em¬ 

ployees 

No. 

Salaries 
&  Wages 
$ 

Cost  of  Fuel 
&  Electricity 
$ 

Cost  of 
Materials 
$ 

Value  of  Fact¬ 
ory  Shipments 
$ 

Bruce 

148 

2,226 

4,450,136 

299,813 

10,187,422 

17,235,925 

Dufferin 

30 

180 

337,789 

45,755 

1,518,979 

2,140,112 

Grey 

191 

4,701 

11,320,259 

643,686 

16,541,646 

35,975,990 

Simcoe 

238 

6,548 

16,786,096 

921,848 

34,673,967 

62,426,867 

Sub-total 

607 

13,655 

32,894,280 

1,911,102 

62,922,014 

117,778,894 

B — Highlands 

Muskoka 

80 

1,005 

2,082,297 

134,054 

4,271,078 

8,354,894 

Parry  Sound 

106 

1,123 

2,456,560 

262,055 

5,588,763 

12,646,418 

Sub-total 

186 

2,128 

4,538,857 

396,109 

9,859,841 

21,001,312 

TOTAL, 

GEORGIAN  BAY 

793 

15,783 

37,433,137 

2,307,211 

72,781,855 

138,780,206 

Source:  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Ottawa. 


Tourist  Industry 

Based  on  unique  topographical  features,  excellent  summer  climate  and 
a  strategic  geographic  location,  the  tourist  industry  in  the  Georgian  Bay 
Region  has  been  developed  to  a  very  high  degree.  More  than  one-third  of 
the  accommodation  in  Ontario  tourist  establishments  and  over  one-fifth  in 
outfitters’  camps  are  found  in  the  Georgian  Bay  Region.  Muskoka  District 
and  Simcoe  County  can  accommodate  more  visitors  in  tourist  establish¬ 
ments  than  any  other  part  of  the  Region,  while  Parry  Sound  has  virtually  all 
the  outfitters’  camps. 
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The  importance  of  the  tourist  industry  to  this  Region  is  indicated  by 
the  proportion  of  the  labour  force  engaged  in  the  service  trades,  for 
tourists  require  more  services  than  do  permanent  residents.  According  to 
the  1951  census,  the  proportions  in  Simcoe  and  Muskoka,  29.9  and  27.9, 
respectively,  were  much  higher  than  for  the  Province  as  a  whole— 20.1 
percent— while  in  Parry  Sound  the  proportion  was  about  the  same,  20.2 
percent.  This  high  percentage  is  more  striking  when  it  is  considered  that 
the  largest  centre  in  these  sections  of  the  Region  had  a  population  of  only 
16,000  in  1954.  The  service  trades  are  generally  concentrated  in  large  cities. 
In  Barrie,  a  larger  proportion  of  the  labour  force  is  engaged  in  service 
trades  (31.7  percent)  than  in  any  other  industry.  In  Orillia,  manufacturing 
is  relatively  more  important. 

The  tourist  industry  is  basically  seasonal,  with  most  resorts  being  open 
only  from  June  to  September.  Some  that  cater  particularly  to  hunters  and 
fishermen  open  in  May  and  close  in  November,  while  some  with  good  ski 
slopes  either  open  for  the  season  or  stay  open  all  year  round.  July  and 
August  are  the  two  busiest  months.  During  that  period,  more  American 
visitors  enter  Ontario  than  at  any  other  time  of  the  year,  and  an  increasing 
number  of  Ontario  plants  are  closing  down  for  holidays  during  those  two 
months. 

The  Region  holds  a  variety  of  attractions  for  the  tourist.  He  may  hunt 
and  fish,  swim,  hike,  visit  historical  museums  and  sites,  take  boat  trips  on 
lakes  or  rivers,  or  relax  on  sandy  beaches.  During  the  winter  he  can  ski 
in  most  areas,  particularly  in  the  vicinity  of  Collingwood  and  Huntsville. 

One  of  the  most  picturesque  spots  in  the  Region  is  the  Blue  Mountains 
just  south  of  Collingwood.  Here  is  also  to  be  found  the  highest  point  in 
Southern  Ontario.  This  extension  of  the  Niagara  Escarpment  extends  right 
up  the  Bruce  peninsula  to  Tobermory.  Good  sandy  beaches  are  to  be  found 
along  much  of  the  southern  and  western  shores  of  Georgian  Bay  and 
Lake  Huron.  Wasaga  Beach,  near  Collingwood,  is  probably  the  most 
frequented  and  is  also  the  summer  home  of  many  Ontario  and  American 
residents.  The  Thirty  Thousand  Islands  in  Georgian  Bay  constitute  another 
striking  feature  of  this  vacationland.  The  protected  channels  provide  ideal 
boating  for  small  craft.  The  Districts  of  Muskoka  and  Parry  Sound,  unlike 
the  counties,  are  completely  underlain  by  the  Canadian  Shield.  This  is  an 
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area  of  rocky  hills,  forests  and  numerous  lakes,  a  natural  mecca  for  those 
from  crowded  centres  to  the  south  and  for  American  visitors.  The  climate 
is  generally  fine  throughout  the  year,  extremes  being  moderated  by  the 
presence  of  Georgian  Bay. 

Huronia,  the  northwestern  part  of  Simcoe  County  is  a  great  attraction 
for  historically-minded  visitors,  for  it  was  this  area  that  was  first  visited  by 
white  men.  Not  far  from  Midland,  the  excavations  and  partial  reconstruction 
of  Fort  Ste.  Marie,  1639-1649,  may  be  seen,  as  well  as  the  Martyrs’  Shrine, 
built  in  memory  of  the  Jesuit  priests  tortured  and  killed  by  the  Iroquois. 
There  is  an  authentic  Huron  Indian  Village,  opened  June,  1955,  in  Little 
Lake  Park,  Midland.  Museums  are  located  in  Midland,  Penetanguishene 
and  on  the  Nottawasaga  River. 


TOURIST  ACCOMMODATION  — 

1954 

GEORGIAN  BAY 

Tourist  Establishments 

REGION 

Outfitters’ 

Camps 

Licenced  Hotels 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

A — Blue  Water 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

Persons 

Ontario 

Persons 

Ontario 

Persons 

Ontario 

Bruce 

5,909 

3.7 

— 

— 

520 

1.0 

Dufferin 

282 

0.2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Grey 

1,540 

1.0 

— ■ 

— 

192 

0.3 

Simcoe 

21,239 

13.5 

— 

- - 

664 

1.2 

Sub-total 

28,970 

18.4 

— 

— 

1,376 

2.5 

B — Highlands 

Muskoka 

21,621 

13.7 

20 

0.1 

2,476 

4.4 

Parry  Sound 

3,117 

2.0 

9,465 

21.6 

957 

1.7 

Sub-Total 

24,738 

15.7 

9,485 

21.7 

3,433 

6.1 

TOTAL,  GEORGIAN  BAY 

53,708 

34.1 

9,485 

21.7 

4,809 

8.6 

TOTAL,  ONTARIO 

157,583 

100.0 

43,694 

100.0 

55,933 

100.0 
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Source:  Ontario  Department  of  Travel  and  Publicity. 


RETAIL  TRADE  IN  THE  GEORGIAN  BAY  REGION  —  1951 
Incorporated  Centres  of  1,000  Population  or  Over 


A — Blue  Water 

Centre 

Population 

Number  of 
Stores 

Retail  Sales 
$’000 

Retail  Sales 
Per  Capita 
$ 

Simcoe 

106,482 

1,412 

90,365.7 

849 

Alliston 

1,987 

58 

2,730.1 

1,374 

Barrie 

12,514 

198 

24,782.2 

1,980 

Bradford 

1,483 

39 

3,269.8 

2,205 

Collingwood 

7,413 

117 

9,925.6 

1,339 

Midland 

7,206 

105 

8,297.2 

1,151 

Orillia 

12,110 

207 

17,761.0 

1,467 

Penetanguishene 

4,949 

63 

4,199.3 

849 

Stayner 

1,280 

36 

2,350.5 

1,836 

Dufferin 

14,566 

206 

9,790.6 

672 

Orangeville 

3,249 

91 

5,284.9 

1,627 

Shelburne 

1,184 

39 

1,971.8 

1,665 

Grey 

58,960 

756 

41,969.6 

712 

Durham 

1,839 

50 

2,623.7 

1,427 

Hanover 

3,533 

68 

4,516.0 

1,278 

Markdale 

1,007 

28 

1,183.8 

1,176 

Meaford 

3,178 

70 

3,685.7 

1,160 

Owen  Sound 

16,423 

234 

20,720.4 

1,262 

Bruce 

41,311 

626 

28,396.6 

687 

Chesley 

1,672 

42 

2,103.4 

1,258 

Kincardine 

2,672 

69 

3,328.6 

1,246 

Port  Elgin 

1,558 

45 

2,326.4 

1,493 

Southampton 

1,700 

34 

1,603.7 

943 

Walkerton 

3,264 

61 

4,801.3 

1,471 

Wiarton 

1,955 

57 

2,872.9 

1,470 

Sub-total 

221,319 

3,000 

170,522.5 

770 

B — Highlands 
Parry  Sound 

27,371 

345 

15,711.2 

574 

Parry  Sound 

5,183 

86 

8,011.5 

1,546 

Muskoka 

24,713 

374 

21,871.5 

885 

Bracebridge 

2,684 

47 

4,094.4 

1,525 

Gravenhurst 

3,005 

73 

4,043.3 

1,346 

Huntsville 

3,286 

75 

8,152.1 

2,481 

Sub-total 

52,084 

719 

37,582.7 

722 

TOTAL,  GEORGIAN  BAY 

273,403 

3,719 

208,105.2 

761 

PROVINCE  OF  ONTARIO 

4,597,542 

50,119 

4,116,372.5 

895 

Source:  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Ottawa;  Census  of  Canada,  1951. 
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WHOLESALE  TRADE  IN  THE  GEORGIAN  BAY  REGION 
Incorporated  Centres  of  5,000  Population  or  Over 


A — Blue  Water 

Centre 

Number  of 
Establishments 

Simcoe 

105 

Barrie 

25 

Collingwood 

8 

Midland 

7 

Orillia 

23 

Dufferin 

20 

Grey 

63 

Owen  Sound 

41 

Bruce 

28 

Sub-total 

216 

B — Highlands 

Parry  Sound 

23 

Parry  Sound 

10 

Muskoka 

25 

Sub-total 

48 

TOTAL,  GEORGIAN  BAY 

264 

Source:  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Ottawa;  Census  of  Canada,  1951. 


MINERAL  PRODUCTION  IN  THE  GEORGIAN  BAY  REGION 
A — Blue  W ater  Mineral 


Simcoe 

Limestone 

Sand  and  Gravel 

Dufferin 

Sand  and  Gravel 

Grey 

Sand  and  Gravel 
Brick 

Drain  Tile 

Bruce 

Sub-total 

Highlands 

Limestone 

Sand  and  Gravel 
Brick 

Drain  Tile 

Parry  Sound 

Granite  and  Trap 
Sand  and  Gravel 
Brick 

Muskoka 

Diatomite 

EX  L1BRIS 

Granite  and  Trap 
Marble 

r  '  '  v;  HOT  'bh 


i  t  t 


nd  and  Gravel 
ick 
Drain  Tile 


TJM  BE  REMOVED 

TOTAL,  GEORGIAN  BAY 


Source:  Figures  are  based  on  reports  from  the  Ontario  Department  of  Mines. 


1951 


Wholesale 

Sales 

$’000 

27,357.0 

7.982.4 
2,847.9 

1,332.8 
8,368.2 

4.125.4 
19,321.3 
14,703.5 

3,743.1 


54,546.8 


6.519.7 
4,581.9 

3.972.8 


10,492.5 


65,039.3 


1953 

Value 

$ 

457,103 

453,365 

64,267 

404,543 

25,500 

9,000 

13,304 

56,550 

4,980 

45,307 

1,533,919 


5,248 

34,880 

5,000 

12,000 

1,095 

17,000 

22,660 

22,650 

4,524 


125,057 


1,658,976 
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REGIONAL  CONFERENCE  AREAS 


The  five  "Conference  Areas"  show^jjn  -the  ■accompanying 
map  represent  a  reduction  of  three  in  number  from  the  previous 
plan.  Each  of  these  five  areas  is  composed  of  one  or  more  economic 
regions.  Under  a  revised  system  expected  to  be  finalized  at  the 
second  Federal-Provincial  Conference  on  Economic  Statistics  in 
December,  Ontario  has  been  divided  into  ten  Economic  Regions 

comprising,  in  all  cases,  groupings  of  counties. 

For  purposes  of  detailed  economic  analysis  some  of 
these  ten  economic  regions  have  been  subdivided  into  sub-regions 
yielding  a  total  of  seventeen  divisions  in  the  whole  Province. 

This  represents  a  reduction  in  number  of  two  from  the  original  plan 
of  nineteen  regions  which  has  been  in  use  since  19^7*  The  revised 
and  the  original  plans  may  be  reconciled  for  statistical  purposes 
since  both  used  the  county  as  the  basic  unit. 

In  developing  five  Regional  Conference  Areas  it  was 
thought  advisable  to  adhere  to  the  revised  regional  system  since 
it  is  on  this  basis  that  statistical  data  from  the  Dominion  Bureau 
of  Statistics  will  be  most  readily  available  in  the  immediate 
future. 


X 


The  five  Regional  Conference  Areas  are  not  all  homo¬ 
geneous  economic  divisions  but,  in  some  cases,  represent  groupings 
of  several  economic  regions  each  of  which  is  considered  to  be  a 
legitimate  economic  entity  in  itself. 

Since,  for  statistical  purposes  we  must,  at  the  present 
time,  adhere  to  groupings  of  counties  and  districts,  many  anomalies 
will  be  readily  apparent  in  the  plan  of  five  regional  conference 
areas  and  many  of  these  difficulties  have  been  accentuated  by  the 
need  for  reducing  the  number  of  areas  from  eight  to  five. 


The  Ontario  Bureau  of  Statistics  and  Research 
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